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CBRNE -Terrorism Newsletter is:  

 

1. Read by First Responders in more than 80 countries around the globe (below right: top-20 
countries); 

 
2. Distributed to more than 700 institutions, organizations, state agencies, think tanks, defense 

companies, institutions and universities. 
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Editorial  

Brig Gen (retõd) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MA, MC 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

CBRNE-Terrorism Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
November was a month characterised again by Ebola outbreak and IS autrocities. Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa revealed that we are still unprepared to deal with such medical emergencies in a pre-
emptive way. The Ebola problem is not stricktly medical. It is mostly technical related to personal and 
collective protection starting from medical air-evacuation all the way to receiving hospitals. Lack of 
preparedness and training faciliated secondary infections experienced from nursing personel both in 
Europe and the United States. Repeated corrections in guidelines is a proof that the viral potential was 
not adequately addressed when the outbreak peaked. So far the PPE guidelines issued by ECDC is by 
far the most comprehensive with a lot of practical innovations that secure wearers against viral 
contamination. As for the hospitals preparedness status and organization was much better but for a very 
limited number of infected patients. Hospitals might have hi-tech equipment but what if an outbreak 
similar to the African one explodes in a European capital or an Americal metropolitan area? One might 
argue that the overall health status in our continents is by far better than that of Africa where running 
water is still a problem. This might be a good excuse to rest in current preparedness status but since the 
unexpected always happens, perhaps it is time for an eagle-eye approach of similar bio-threats. 
 
A big debate evolved about the bioterrorism potential of Ebola virus. Most experts agree that the 
potential is low but it can happen under ideal situations advantaging the window provided by the 
incubation period of the virus. On the other hand the current plague outbreak in Republic of Madagascar 
is more dangerous than Ebola in Siera Leone or Guinea. A scenario that has not widely appeared in 
experts chatrooms is the one invlving bio-terrorists that survived the deadly virus but still have it inside 
their sperm and can transmit it to healthy individuals via sexual intercourse for 70-90 days. This hidden 
bio-bomb have not addressed in all the isolation/quarantine directives limited to 21 days restrictions. 
WHO also caught by surprise and its overall response was not the anticipated one. It seems that huge 
organization lack the flexibility and ability for fast responses to real emergencies. Let us hope that 
problems identified during the recent flu pandemic and ongoing Ebola outbreak will the transformed to 
lessons learned. 
 
By the way: why we continue to write about an "outbreak" and not a "pandemic"?  I copy from the ECDC 
website on "definition of pandemic": 

The internationally accepted definition of a pandemic as it appears in the Dictionary of 
Epidemiology is straightforward and well-known: "an epidemic occurring worldwide, or over a 
very wide area, crossing international boundaries and usually affecting a large number 
of people". It should be noted that this definition can apply to other infections subject to such 
global spread, e.g. cholera and HIV. There is no element of severity in it: while some pandemics 
are severe in the disease they cause in some individuals or at a population level, not all 
pandemics are severe. 
WHO developed a more technical set of requirements for a pandemic: the emergence of 
influenza A virus significant different genetically from circulating human influenza A viruses (i.e. 
many of the population are non-immune to the new virus) with the following three 
characteristics: 
¶ Able to infect humans,  
¶ Able to cause disease in humans,  
¶ Able to spread from human to human quite easily. 
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There is no reason for which an influenza pandemic has to be more or less severe than the 
preceding interpandemic (seasonal) influenza. Severity has never been part of the WHO 
definition of a pandemic, although the pandemic virus has to be able to cause disease in at 
least some people. 

Based on the above it is clear that we can speak about an "Ebola Pandemic".  
 
Two Ebola related problems also emerged: the 'fear factor" among citizens in Western world and the 
"role of mass media" providing information to the citizens. There is a vicious circle between them. Lack 
of information detonates fear and lack of news' follow-up keep the fire live. For example: if one reads 
that there are Ebola cases on a merchant vessel heading a big port in Greece the interpretation is that 
"Ebola arrived in Greece". If the news agencies or the bloggers do not write an update that the "Ebola 
case was a malaria case" then the impression remains and this impression sometimes is complicated 
by the usual suspicion that the government is hidding reality for many reasons. In many cases "Ebola" is 
used for any case with fever ï i.e. recent case in Cyprus where an epileptic seizure was taken as an 
Ebola case eliciting state response! And all that bring into surface the big issue of populace 
preparedness and education on major disasters (both natural or man-made). The biggest  player 
continues to be out of the game in almost all state emergency response plans! Mainly because we do 
not want to panic the citizens! OK let them suffer the consequences of ignorance without the stress of 
preparedness! 
 

Speaking about Cyprus: I recently visited 
Nicosia for a workshop of an EU-funded 
project (IMPRESS) held at the European 
University of Cyprus (EUC). I was 
impressed by the new Medical School 
they have!  Amazing teaching facilities; 
fantastic clinical labs all equipped with 
simulation manekins (photo) and many 
others that made me to want to become a 
medical student again. I wish the best of 

luck to medical students that have to opportunity to be taught in a very futuristic environment! 
 
The Islamic State prospers and continue to spread terror and death in equal proportions. Western world 
is still to decide actions and schedule effective countermeasures. Recruitment inflow is also prospering 
(including small children) and very often we read about big numbers of fighters arriving in the area of 
operations mostly from European countries. Although all recognize the terrorist potential of these 
individuals upon returning home almost nothing is done to stop the flow. We also read about 
rehabilitation plans of those attracted by radicalistic ideologies. It seems that there are people in high 
places that still believe that they can push a button and a bad guy will become nice again posing no 
threat to the society. History proved that this is not the case. Guantanamo prisoners returned to the 
fields and many were involved in terrorist attacks in various parts of the world. In November another 
myth was busted ï the one saying that if we are thousand of miles away from a hot spot we will never 
be affected by the flames! I am sure that now Canadians changed their mindset! Because if you do not 
follow the flow of history river (i.e. Norway's massacre) you will be deadly surpised. 
 
A third issue of concern has to do with the chemical weapons in Syria and Iraq. Following the big issue 
of withdrawal and denaturation of CWAs from Syrian stockpile there is silence regarding the overall 
situation. In a recent CBRNe Workshop held in University of Rome Tor Vergata the OPCW 
representative was very careful in her presentation on this topic and there was no specific 
reference on who used CWAs against whom. It seems that after all the investigations 
done, we are still not sure about who is guilty of using them ï only that sarin was used. A 
bigger silence is covering the CWA potential of abandoned CWAs in Iraq and the future 
role of IS most probably possessing them. 
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Despite the above do not think that the world is coming to its logic! Boko Haram continues its deadly 
role in Africa, the Maoist issue in India is slowly progressing (India is at sixth position on the Global 
Terrorism Index [GTI], according to a latest report released by US-based think tank Institute for 
Economic & Peace (IEP), Gaza-Israel status is still fragile (a third intifada is in progress [?] while 
Hizbollah seems to have Iranian-made missiles able to hit all parts of Israel) while the situation in 
Afghanistan is same as usual ï though not a very popular news' issue in our days. But bloodshed 
continues and I am sure that Talibans and supporters are envisioning huge massacres the moment that 
foreign forces will depart from the country (or will not according to latest leaks). British troops have 
ended combat operations in Afghanistan as they and US troops handed over two huge adjacent bases 
to the Afghan military, 13 years after a US-led invasion to topple the Taliban. The troops handed over to 
Afghan forces on Sunday (Oct 26, 2014) at camps Bastion and Leatherneck, in the southwestern 
province of Helmand. The timing of their withdrawal had not been announced for security reasons. Their 
departure leaves Afghanistan and its newly installed president, Ashraf Ghani, to deal almost unaided 
with an emboldened Taliban after the last foreign combat troops withdraw by year-end. After withdrawal, 
the Afghan National Army's 215th Corps will be headquartered at the 28sq km base, leaving almost no 
foreign military presence in Helmand. The US military leaves behind about $230m of property and 
equipment for the Afghan military. This includes a major airstrip at the base, plus roads and buildings. 
The British experienced their heaviest fighting of the Afghan campaign in Helmand, losing hundreds of 
soldiers. Their presence was boosted in recent years by US troops as the UK wound down its 
operations. In all, 2,210 US and 453 British soldiers have been killed in Afghanistan since 2001, when 
the US-led coalition toppled the Taliban government shortly after the September 11 attacks. And all that 
for what? What really changed in this country where generations grew up between wars, occupations 
and terrorism? Still looking for a logic answer! 

 
I will not comment on Greece status this time since nothing have changed so far. But I will say that the 
geopolitical game in our part of the world (SE Mediterranean area) is becoming more complicated than 
ever and certain players (both local but also far away) do not wish to play according to international 
rules. In situations like this you can easily discriminate real from not real friends. Time will show if oil/gas 
profit is over historic bonds and traditional synergies and coallitions. Belonging to West is not an empty 
cell but has human content and soul. 
 
On behalf of our Editorial Team I would like to thank you all for the support and the long lasting 
relationship developed through years of contact and interaction! We will try to keep you as updated as 
possible and support your dangerous mission for a better and more logic tomorrow! 
 
 
 

The Editor-in-Chief 
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Criminality support in modern eraé 

Just another sample of the intellectual quality of a former empire! 

 

No Laughing Matter: Clown Terror Spreads in France  

Source: http://www.ndtv.com/article/world/no-laughing-matter-clown-terror-spreads-in-france-612116? 
site=classic 
 
A wave of panic sparked by evil clowns stalking 
French towns has spread to the south of 
France where police on Saturday night 
arrested 14 teenagers dressed as the 
pranksters, carrying pistols, knives and 
baseball bats. 
A police source said the group of teens was 
arrested in the parking lot of a highschool in the 

port town of Agde, as several other complaints 
poured in over "armed clowns" in the region 
over the weekend. 
In the Mediterranean city of 
Montpellier a man disguised as a 
clown was arrested after beating 
up a pedestrian with an iron bar, 
while three motorists in different 
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towns complained about "scary clowns" 
threatening them. 
The phenomenon of dressing up as an evil 
clown and terrifying passers-by -- a trend which 
has also been seen in the United States and 
Britain -- cropped up in the north of France in 
early October. 
In the northern French town 
of Bethune, a fake clown 
last week received a six-
month suspended jail 
term Monday for 
threatening passers-by 
while in full circus garb. 
Using fake weapons these 
"clowns" have been "mostly 
spotted outside schools, but 
also on public roads, in 
bushes, in a square. Their targets are often 
young children or teenagers, but also adults," a 
police source in northern France told AFP. 
Theories abound as to the origin of the 
trend in a country where American fear-fest 
Halloween has yet to take hold. 
These include a challenge launched on social 
networks, a video published on YouTube 
showing a terrifying clown pranking people ï 
which have had some 31 million views -- or 
even a recent episode of popular series 
American Horror Story featuring Twisty the 
killer clown. 
 
 Anti-clown vigilantism  
After a rumour a clown was stalking the 
eastern town of Mulhouse, five teenagers on 

Wednesday armed themselves with a baseball 
bat, a teargas canister, a hammer and a 
truncheon to mete out vigilante justice to the 
not-so-funny pranksters. 
They were arrested and later released, but the 
incident prompted the national police to step in 
to quell the hysteria. 

"Since mid-October, a rumour 
inspired by videos published on 
the internet, is worrying the 
population about the presence 
of threatening and aggressive 
clowns in France," the national 
police said in a statement this 
week. 
The statement cautioned that 
"despite numerous reports 

made to police, there have been only a few 
sightings of people dressed as clowns having 
fun scaring passers-by." 
"Symptomatic of the impact of the internet, this 
phenomenon can lead to damaging individual 
acts and disturbances to public order." 
Whether brandishing a rubber chicken at a 
children's party or starring as the evil 
protagonist in a horror film, clowns have long 
had both the ability to both entertain and terrify. 
Infamous creepy clowns include notorious 
American serial killer and rapist John Wayne 
Gacy -- who would dress up as Pogo the clown 
-- to the fictitious Pennywise in Stephen King's 
movie "It". 
 
The fear of clowns is known as 
coulrophobia. 

 
 

What is wrong with VVIPs Security?  

A second invation to White House premises ï this time K9 units got the intruder. And on Oct 27th a man 
pushed PM Cameron (UK) while visiting Leeds. If the "top men" are not secure how can they expect us 
to trust them for own security? 
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Extraordinary solar  eTree transforms public seating  

Source: http://www.israel21c.org/headlines/extraordinary-solar-panel-etree-transforms-public-seating/? 
utm_source=Israel21c+Weekly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ad5192dc72-2014_10_29&utm_medium 
=email&utm_term=0_a2ed5ed71b-ad5192dc72-250351849 

 
Lots of cities have free Wi-Fi, but only one ï so far ï has an eTree.  
This revolutionary ecological installation from Israelôs Sologic provides free wireless Internet, charging 
stations for electronic devices, nighttime lighting, and water coolers for humans and dogs ï all powered 
by a ñcanopyò of solar panels. 
Just before the ceremonious unveiling of the very first eTree prototype, in the Ramat Hanadiv public 
gardens in Zichron Yaôacov, Michael Lasry of Sologic told ISRAEL21c that two more eTrees are soon to 
be installed, one in Nice and the other in Shanghai. 
 

EDITOR'S COMMENT:  This is really nice! I must confess I had a similar vision for ugly traffic 

lights. Perhaps one day someone will change that as well! 

 

The woman who tackles medical mysteries  

Source: http://www.israel21c.org/headlines/the-woman-who-tackles-medical-mysteries/?utm_source= 
Israel21c+Weekly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ad5192dc72-2014_10_29&utm_medium=email&utm 
_term=0_a2ed5ed71b-ad5192dc72-250351849 
 
Each year, one out of every 70 Americans 
receives a blood transfusion. With the help 
of preservatives, the shelf life of red blood cells 
is more than a month. Yet there is an active 
debate whether fresher blood is a better choice 
for certain patients. 
Israeli researcher Dr. Rinat 
Abramovitch contributed critical information to 
this debate last year with her groundbreaking 
study proving that stored donor blood 
actually harms the liver. 

Recently, Abramovitch received two major 
grants to investigate whether bleeding and 
further blood resuscitation affects the liverôs 
natural capacity to regenerate, and how this 
happens. ñIf you understand the mechanism, 
you can improve it,ò Abramovitch tells 
ISRAEL21c. 
She won one of only two ú60,000 
three-year research grants 
awarded in 2014 by the European 
Society of Anaesthesiology, as 
well as an additional three-year 


