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Editorial  

Brig Gen (retõd) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MA, MC 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

CBRNE-Terrorism Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
May was marked by the EgyptAir flight MS804 from Paris to Cairo that crashed into the Mediterranean 
Sea. Was it mechanical, suicidal or terrorism? Too early to say despite expertsô opinions worldwide who 
ï as always ï thought it is their time to shine on televisions and mass media providing possible and 
impossible scenarios. On the other hand, this unfortunate incident proved that still information sharing is 
not the game nations are willing to play even in situations like this. Perhaps the main problem is that if 
they reveal their true capabilities this will weaken their future defenses in similar or more severe cases. 
When a satellite can read a carôs plates from thousand of miles above it is ridiculous to loose a 
commercial flight ï especially in the Southeast Mediterrenean Sea where currently the biggest 
concentration of warships is recorded. Time is required to find the evidence and come to the right 
conclusions. It would be odd to wish this to be the last incident of this kind but it is yet another 
opportunity to reevalute plan and strategies related to aviation security and SAR operations. Two 
important details though: two years ago a graphity was written in the belly of this aircraft stating ñwe will 
shoot down this planeò and ñtreatorò ñmurdererò (for General Sisi?); the three air marshals were 
unarmed. 
 

I watch the news from France and this question comes to my mind: If a strong nation such as 
France is facing such violent riots and peoples opposition to governance, what is happening in Greece? 

Are we dead and not aware of it? Greeks are bombared on daily basis with taxes and new austerity 
measures in a way similar to the coalliton strikes Syria and yet there is no public response, there are no 
people protesting in our streets, there is no violence other that verbal conquest on TV, 
blogs and social media and if you visit Greece you will not realized that we are a failed 
state! Where our spirit is hidding? Where our will for a better life gone? Why we still permit 
incapapble amaturs to govern us? To be honest, I am starting to believe that ñchemtrailsò 
in the sky is a reality and they are very effective! 
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Illegal immigration and refugees flows have been diminished as Greece is concerned and the 
human tsunami shifted towards Italy. Still there are more than 50,000 people in Greece suviving under 
difficult conditions and the situation is not improving. Verbal solidarity and promised for money are not 
viable solutions and national attitude towards them is gradually changing ï not for the best. Summer is 
coming and tourism is the only solution to boost our economy. But really, if you are tourist to be, would 
you choose a beautiful Greek island full of desperate immigrants and refugees when there are many 
other places where you can enjoy your precious vacation time without having children eyes watching 
you enjoying your fresh fish or jusy meat? Lack of governance is the main problem here ï name a 
country in which its national export railway (going through the ñclosedò borders with FYROM at 
Oidomeni) is closed for more than 65 days and is doing absolutely nothing to solve the problem (other 
than ñtryingò to peacefully ñpersuadeò refugees to move to another hot spot or shelter)? Millions of euros 
are lost and nobody is giving a s** - a left party is always against violence (but only when it rules). 
 

Then we had the 2016 Eurovision song competition. Well what is left from it since it became 
obvious that politics define even the music industry and awards winners. So sad! By the way it would be 
very interesting to spend sometime reading about the Tatarsô history and what really happened at that 
time (main content of the winning Ukranian song). It is always good to read history in order to have a 
better understand of the world of today. 

 
Radiation pills were distributed to all people in Belgium following the recent Brusselsô attacks. 

Lot of fuss and then silence. Panic reactions to their best. Another victory for terrorists! I always 
believed that you one does not have to execute a real terrorist attack; only to make a very detailed and 
realistic plan and then allowed to be arrested (he will be a martyr no matter what). The impact (and new 
measures) would be the same as an actual attack. They play the music and we dance ï that is all! 
 

Finally, London has a new Mayor and he is a Muslim. Big news in the mass media and tons of 
analyses on his background and possible consequences etc. While Londoners are not exactly a 
representative population of UK allowing to make conclusions on what voters really believe the situation 
is vividly described in a Youtube clip entitled ñWhat Islam is Notò. Watch it if you have the time and 
make your own conclusions about the future that is not future anymore. 

 
On the other side of the ocean, Bill Clinton will be assigned to revive US economy if Hilary 

Clinton is elected as US President. I thought that favoritism and family governance was a Greek 
phenomenon ï but I was wrong! It is amazing how many things Americans and Greeks share. For 
example citizens in both countries are facing the same dilemma regarding whom to vote for given the 
fact that both options are equally bad (no we are not facing new elections at home but we migh have 
soon). It makes me wonder how come 300 mil (US) and 10 mil (Greece) cannot select better people to 
lead their destiny in the future! 
 

Brazilian Olympics are almost two months away and the big questions concentrate to if we are 
going to have the games and how secure they will be. It is boring to comment on CBRNE preparedness 
and alike since no open sourcesô information exist. The military will take care of the venues and police 
will guard the cities ï this is main conclusion from articles prosted on the Internet. Zika virus is heading 
towards the United States but also traveled to Africa where Evola virus is still around. My proposal: stay 
at home and enjoy the games from the confort ot your living room. Same proposal for the UEFA Euro 
2016 soccer games in France. It does not worthy to risk your life for sports. There is a lot of evil out 
there! 

 
Take care Frist Responders! 

The Editor-in-Chief 
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Hair analysis is flawed as a forensic technique 
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20160425-hair-analysis-is-flawed-as-a-forensic-
technique 
 

Apr 25 ï Since 1989, seventy-four people who 
were convicted of serious crimes, in large part 
due to microscopic hair comparisons, were later 
exonerated by post- conviction DNA analysis. 
A new article highlights the statistical failings 
of microscopic hair analysis in criminal 
investigations, noting that more than twenty 
characteristics can be used to describe or 
identify a single hair, but many are subjective. 
Wiley notes that a re-examination of a hair by the 
same or a different examiner can result in 
different descriptions of hair characteristics. Also, 
there are no population-based databases that 
contain subjectsô hair characteristics, making it 
impossible to estimate the probability of any 
given hair characteristic. 
ñThe magnitude of the injustice enabled by such 
flawed óscienceô is reflected in the 1056 years of 
unjust prison time served by the 74 exonerated 
defendants,ò said Dr. H. James Norton, co-author 
of the Significance article. ñRelatedly, similar 
flawed óscienceô based upon bite mark evidence 
has led to 24 unjust convictions or indictments, 
later disproved by DNA evidence.ò Dr. Norton 
and his colleagueôs companion paper on bite 
mark analysis was also published recently in 
Significance. 

 
ð Read more in Jim Norton and William E. Anderson, ñFlawed forensics: Statistical failings 

of microscopic hair analysis,ò Significance 13, no. 2 (April 2016): 26ï29 (DOI: 

10.1111/j.1740-9713.2016.00897.x); and H. James Norton and George Divine, ñSimpsonôs 

paradox é and how to avoid it,ò Significance 12, no. 4 (August 2015): 40-43. 

 

Will Brazil's economic, political crisis affect Rio Games? 
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/sports/ci_29816038/will-brazils-economic-political-crisis-affect-
rio-games 
 

Apr 26 ï The 100-day countdown to the Summer Olympics will arrive 
Wednesday with Brazil dealing with the worst financial crisis since 
the Depression and President Dilma Rousseff facing possible 

impeachment in an action that she has described as a coup attempt. 
The national crisis has relegated Olympic host city Rio de Janeiro to a 
sidelight even as organizers scramble to control the Zika 
outbreak, complete sports facilities and transportation links for 

the games Aug. 5-21.  
However, this might be just the break an overstressed city needs to finish the job 

without the usual scrutiny that comes in the final Olympic build-up. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1740-9713.2016.00897.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1740-9713.2015.00844.x/abstract
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"The real equation is the political mayhem, plus 
the economic catastrophe equals a twisted 
Olympic godsend," said political scientist Jules 
Boykoff, who spent last year in Rio as a 
Fulbright fellow. 
While outside stakeholders sweat Rio's last-
gasp efforts to have its house ready in time, 
veteran Olympians such as U.S. water polo 
star Tony Azevedo shrug off concerns. After 
all, they have heard all of the predictions of 
doom before. 
Athens had cost overruns and construction 
delays in 2004. Beijing had terrible smog. 
London suffered from traffic and terrorism 
concerns whereas Sochi spent $50 billion, but 
barely had the infrastructure completed for the 
2014 Winter Olympics.  
Past experiences have left most athletes 
putting their faith in Brazilian organizers to 
have everything in order by the time the 
Opening Ceremony begins at Maracana 
Stadium.  
But few could have predicted the unfortunate 
intersection of a crashing economy and political 
turmoil in the final lap of Olympic preparations. 
The country has gone from booming economic 
growth to perhaps its worst crisis since the 
1930s as the Brazilian currency has lost 40 
percent of its value against the dollar in the 
past two years. 
The disgruntled citizenship also has witnessed 
a mushrooming corruption scandal that led 
police to raid the home of former President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva. 
A watchdog group reported that half of the 
lawmakers who voted to pursue impeachment 

of Rousseff as part of the scandal are under 
investigation themselves. 
"They are using this Olympics to find a way to 
start making people accountable, like the 
president," said Azevedo, who studied 
international relations at Stanford. "This could 
go down as the changing point in the history of 
Brazil." 
Rousseff has tried using the games to her 
advantage, saying this year that "if we are 
capable of organizing the Olympics and the 
Paralympics, we are also capable of returning 
our country to growth." 
Pacific University's Boykoff, author of "Power 
Games: A Political History of the Olympics," 
agreed the Rio Games could be the catalyst for 
something positive. But ... 
"The flip side could be you have a lot of people 
primed up, politically amped, battled tested" 
that could lead to "huge street protests against 
the Olympics," he said. 
Thousands went to the streets in protest two 
years ago before the World Cup, which 
ultimately was declared a rousing success.  
But soccer, or futbol, is Brazil's national game.  
So far, the signs don't look promising as Rio 
officials have failed to fulfill a string of promises 
they made when winning the bid over Chicago, 
Madrid and Tokyo with a compelling narrative 
of how the Olympics would transform the city.  
"Rio illuminates some of the sharp-edged 
contradictions of this big spectacle that many of 
us have come to appreciate in terms of 
athletics," said Boykoff, a former U.S. soccer 
player. "If we don't recognize those 
contradictions we've had a missed opportunity. 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: I strongly believe that next Olympic Games should be either deleted or 

dramatically change! Modern Olympics have nothing to do with the original idea behind Ancient Greece 
Olympiads that focused on athletic competition, cultural interactions, peace and promotion of a healthy 
body in a healthy mind. Modern Olympics are dominated by money earning (athletes; sponsors), money 
spending (defense industry) and tourism promotion (organizer). Due to these facts it is impossible to 
support the idea for Olympics to return back to Greece and been organized there in a permanent basis 
(despite the fact that cost will be greatly reduced. Therefore the only solution could be the obligatory 
dual use of Olympic venues depending on societal needs. This will provide a different more human face 
for this mega event and a good reason for the continuation of the Games. Think as a lay person and ask 
yourself: ñDo you really care about who is the fastest man on Earth? Who can jump over a building of 
5m high? Who can throw something over 30m or sent the javelin over 100m? Do you really care if your 
national basketball team will get the gold medal or if your swimmers swim faster than others? Do you all 
suspect that existing results are biased by modern doping technologies that we discover even after 
years of initial usage? Do you really favor the message ñinvest in sports because money are huge and 
fame global?ò that affects instead of inspiring your children? Have you forgotten something called 
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Olympic Truceò that it was the most important message of Ancient Olympics? Do you love to see the 
logos of beverages and sport equipment next to the five Olympic circles?  Do you love to see the 
glamorous venues not to be properly used (with some exceptions) after the games and become ghost 
areas the moment that money spend could be used to fill existing gaps in your own countries? I am sure 
you will answer no to all the above questions. This expensive show must either change or be stopped! 
Sports and exercise are wonderful and a healthy body is an asset for doing things in life. Therefore 
governments should provide all assets to materialize this all year round and promote the idea of 
merging athletics with daily activities. That is all! But when doing this ignoring populace needs then it is 
just a waste of money and a means for promoting disruption of social web. This applies for both rich and 
strong nations and less rich and strong countries the same. So let us all support the idea of change and 
stop this type of global entertainment every four years. 
As for Rio 2016, the only thing to be done is to pray that games will go on without incidents of any kind. 
But even so we have to keep in mind that Basil should have not nominated for the organizing the 
games. It was an international political decision that deliberately ignored existing data on what was and 
still is going on in this country aiming only to future profits. We are all aware on what is happening 
behind closed doors whether it is about Olympics or FIFA or whatever international sports body. So letôs 
stop this as well and help athletics to return to their roots instead of being a product on the selves. 
Those who decided for Rio2016 should stay awake at night sincerely praying that their decision will not 
be connected with a failure or something worse than just a failure. 

 

Rio Seeing ôSurgeõ in Police Killings Ahead of Olympics: Amnesty 
Source: http://europe.newsweek.com/rio-olympics-police-killings-amnesty-453007?rm=eu 
 
Apr 27 ï Nearly a dozen people have been killed by police since the start of April in Rio, where 
the Olympic Games are set to begin in 100 days. 
The figures were published this week by international human rights group Amnesty International, which 
said the ñsurgeò in police killings has sparked fear in marginalized areas ahead of Rioôs Olympic Games. 
Last year, 307 people were killed by police in the state, and during 2014, the year Brazil hosted the 
World Cup, 580 were killed by police. 
Many in Brazil are now ñliving in terrorò ahead of the Games, Amnesty said; the majority of victims of 
police violence are young black men from favelas and other marginalized areas. Brazilôs government is 
also cracking down on homeless children on the streets of Copacabana and Maracan«, both of which 
will host Olympic events this summer. 
A 5-year-old boy is among the 11 people killed by police this month. He was killed and two others were 
injured during a military police operation in Mag®, north of the city of Rio de Janeiro. Five people were 
killed on April 4 in the favela of Acari, in the northern part of the city, while another man was killed by 
police in the Manguinhos favela on the same day. 
Amnesty points out that òit is not possible to link this rise in police killings directly to the 
preparations for the Olympic Games,ó but the statistics show an increase in excessive use of 
force and impunity in the state that will host the Games. Between January and March, there was a 
10 percent rise in police killings in favelas compared to the same period last year, according to Amnesty 
International.  
ñUntil now, killings by police have for the most part not been investigated, rigorous training and clear 
operational guidelines for the use of óless-lethalô weapons have not been established and the authorities 
still treat protesters like a ópublic enemyô,ò Atila Roque, executive director of Amnesty International 
Brazil, said in a statement. 
ñOver the next 100 days, there is a lot that the authorities and the organizing bodies of Rio 2016 can 
and must do to ensure that any public security operations will not violate human rights,ò 
said Roque. ñWe expect Rioôs police forces to take a precautionary and consultative 
approach to public security instead of continuing with their óshoot first, ask questions laterô 
strategy.ò 

http://www.newsweek.com/rio-police-sweep-away-street-children-summer-olympics-449320
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Concerns over Brazilôs preparedness for the Olympics were raised once again last week after a bicycle 
path in Rio collapsed, killing two people. The path was built in preparation for the Olympics, although no 
official events were scheduled to take place on it. 
Rio isnõt the only city to crack down on disadvantaged residents ahead of its Olympic Games. 
Before China hosted the 2008 Olympic Games, some 1.5 million people were reportedly evicted from 
their homes in Beijing, according to the Center on Housing Rights and Evictions, a Geneva-based 
group. However, Chinaôs foreign ministry provided a much lower Olympic-related eviction estimate: 
6,037 people since 2002. 
Ahead of the 2014 Winter Olympic Games, many residents of Sochi, the host city in southwest Russia, 
were also evicted from their homes to make way for Olympic construction. There were also reports of 
Sochi authorities rounding up and killing the cityôs stray dogs ahead of the event.  
 

EDITORõS COMMENT: Lives of people vs. temporary good image! Who gives a sé when 

Olympic business are in progress. Were IOC Olympians aware of these facts (Basil, China, Sochi)? Of 
course they were! But instead they gave the green light to go on!  

 

Married migrant who raped a ten-year-old boy at a swimming 

pool because he had not had sex for four months and it was 'a 

sexual emergency' pleads guilty in Austrian court 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3561786/Married-migrant-raped-ten-year-old-boy-
swimming-pool-not-sex-four-months-sexual-emergency-pleads-guilty-Austrian-court.html 
 
Apr 27 ï An Iraqi asylum seeker has 
admitted to raping a 10-year-old boy at a 
public swimming pool because he was 
having a 'sexual emergency' after being 
separated from his wife for four months. 
The 20-year-old, who has a child of his own, 
reportedly grabbed the youngster and dragged 
him into a changing cabin before assaulting 
him at the pools in Vienna. 
Afterwards, the man identified only by his first 
name and initial, Amir A, had carried on with 
his swim and was practising on the diving 
board as if nothing had happened when police 
arrived. 
The badly injured youngster however had 
raised the alarm with a lifeguard, who had in 
turn called the police and the boy's mother. 
After he was arrested, he initially claimed that 
the teenager who had been acting as a 
translator for him had encouraged him to have 
sex with the boy and had told him it was okay. 
He also claimed not to know how old his victim 
really was, Kurier reported. 
He reportedly faces 10 years in jail, but the 
court case was adjourned after it was revealed 
that the schoolboy was suffering serious 
psychological problems. 

The psychiatric report is now being 
prepared, and if the serious psychological 
consequences are confirmed, then the 
possible jail sentence could be increased to 
15 years on a charge of aggravated GBH.  
During the court hearing the man said that he 
still wanted to bring his young wife and child to 
Austria, even though he was now facing jail 
and his asylum application had not been 
granted. 
Asked why he had come to Vienna, he 
admitted it was because he wanted to improve 
his economic situation. 
When the case reopens after the reports have 
been prepared, it will take place behind closed 
doors after a request from both the prosecution 
and the defence. 
Prosecutors said they wanted to spare details 
being revealed that might embarrass the victim, 
while the defence said they wanted to avoid a 
public debate over their clientôs sexual 
orientation. 
Since his arrest, Amir A. has been held in 
solitary confinement and under 
tight security in Viennaôs 
Josefstadt jail, so as to protect him 
from other prisoners. 

http://www.newsweek.com/brazil-bike-path-collapses-rio-olympic-games-450806
http://www.newsweek.com/brazil-bike-path-collapses-rio-olympic-games-450806
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605
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Local media have also reported police looked 
into his asylum claim and discovered he was 
the son of a wealthy businessman who had 
come to Europe because he had heard there 
was a better life in Sweden. 
However, he was unable to get any further than 
Munich, and after deciding that the conditions 
in Austria were better, he returned and applied 
for asylum once he arrived in Vienna. 
The court heard his father had booked him 
a flight from Baghdad to Istanbul, and he 

had then boarded a ship from Turkey to 
Greece. 
Upon arriving, he had taken a taxi to a refugee 
centre and then followed the masses heading 
northwards into Europe. 
He said that on the entire journey to Austria he 
had not been stopped or checked once, even 
on the Austrian Hungarian border. He told the 
court: 'I wanted to build a future for my family. I 
decided for one week to the next that I would 
go.'  

 

Despite the Latest $255 Million Budget Cut, Brazil Looks Well 

Prepared to Host the 2016 Olympic Games  
Source: http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160428005234/en/Latest-255-Million-Budget-Cut-
Brazil-Prepared 
 
Apr 28 ï With the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olympics just a little less than four months away, the city is 
facing several pressing issues such as crime, civil unrest and counter-terrorism. Also, questions 
continue to swirl around Rioôs health-service readiness, due to the Zika virus. However, in the latest 
special report focused on the cityôs readiness, business information provider IHS Inc. (NYSE: IHS) 
believes Rio remains well-prepared for the big event.  
ñThe pacification of the favelas (slums) has improved security and reduced no-go zones within the cityò 
 
Crime and pacification of the favelas  
With crime rates down in Rio over the last year 

and murder rates in 2015 at their lowest level in 
24 years, the main threat for visitors will be 
street robberies and theft. Even with declining 

crime in the area, of the five Olympic sites, 
downtown Rio poses the biggest threat. These 

crimes of opportunity usually entail 
an assailant taking wallets, 
jewelry, mobile phones and 
purses, sometimes with the threat 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ihs.com%2Fproducts%2Feconomics-country-risk-global-strategy.html&esheet=51330334&newsitemid=20160428005234&lan=en-US&anchor=special+report&index=1&md5=4eb3227a7f1e04d13f8ce6cda330c083
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or use of violence, with women and seniors as 
the most common targets.  
ñThe pacification of the favelas (slums) has 
improved security and reduced no-go zones 
within the city,ò said Carlos Caicedo, senior 
principal analyst for Latin America at IHS 
Country Risk and one of the reportôs authors. 
ñThis pacification program with the Pacifying 
Police Unit (UPP), particularly those close to 
hotel areas, has contributed to improvements 
in safety and reduction of Rio's murder rate to 
its current relative low mark.ò  
 
Civil unrest and possible terrorist activity  
Protests in Brazil are not considered criminal 
behavior. Still the government has temporarily 
introduced exceptional measures for the 
duration of the games in lieu of frequent and 
spontaneous protests between pro- and anti-
government supporters of embattled president, 
Dilma Rousseff. While the impeachment 
process is under way, if Rousseff remains in 
power in August, violence is likely to escalate. 
ñIn that event, tensions are likely to be taken to 
the streets, as demonstrators attempt to garner 
international attention,ò said Carla Selman, 
Latin American analyst at IHS Country Risk. 
ñProtest hotspots are close to some of the 
Olympic sites, particularly Copacabana and 
Rioôs city center.ò  
To reduce crime and deter violence, the federal 
government will deploy 85,000 military and 
security personnel - double the numbers 
employed during the London 2012 Olympics. 
Saturation of security forces' presence, 
together with coordinated intelligence, as with 
the 2014 World Cup, will help to reduce crime 
and physical threats to foreign visitors.  
With no presence of domestic terrorist groups, 
the risk of a large-scale terrorist attack remains 
low, IHS says. Though there is a precedent of 
terrorist attacks at sporting events, there are no 
foreign terrorist groups maintaining a domestic 
presence in Brazil, keeping the threat level low.  
 
Rioõs financially stressed healthcare system 
and the Zika virus  
The outbreak of the mosquito-borne Zika virus 
has attracted many headlines, with more than 
5,000 cases detected in Brazil since October 
2015. However, the actual level of the threat 

remains unclear. The main geographical focus 
of the virus is located in the northeast of the 
country rather than Rio. There are well-
equipped hospitals in Rio, located close to the 
main Olympic structures in Barra; there are 
also private hospitals near Maracan«.  
The government has responded to the virus 
with a focus on prevention, in the absence of a 
vaccine, by controlling mosquito populations. 
Despite the financial difficulties faced by Rioôs 
healthcare system, and the fact that some 
hospitals will struggle to provide a full service 
during the Olympics, Rio possesses health 
infrastructure at both the public and private 
levels that can offer primary and secondary 
care for patients who might require assistance 
during the games. Additionally, the federal 
government has agreed to provide the city with 
more funding, following the Zika-related health 
emergency declared by the state governor in 
early January.  
 
Economic crisis and budget cuts affect 
infrastructure  
Major works on Olympic venues are likely to 
finish on schedule, but the new metro rail line is 
unlikely to be completed. There have also been 
delays in the construction of venues due to the 
countryôs economic downturn, and to corruption 
investigations affecting major construction 
companies in Brazil.  
If the metro link to the main Olympic site is not 
completed in time, visitors will face long 
journeys from the Zona Sul to Barra, IHS says. 
Transport by road is likely to be slower than 
normal, with some journeys taking up to two 
hours, including from Zona Sul to Barra or to 
Deodoro. Traffic will slow even further if extra 
buses are deployed. In addition, the constant 
movement of delegations of athletes and 
officials between Olympic locations and hotels 
is likely to cause further transport delays.  
Because of Brazilôs economic crisis, a 
USD255.36 million budget cut was announced 
by the government to the Olympic Committee 
in March 2016 ï a 12 percent cut from the total 
USD2.09 billion to be invested in Rio for the 
Olympics. These cuts affect water 
sports and the proposed 
construction of temporary, de-
scalable structures.  
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How Islam Erases Christianity from History 
By Raymond Ibrahim 
Source: http://www.meforum.org/5970/how-islam-erases-christianity-from-history 
 
Apr 21 ï While Christianity continues to be 
physically erased from the Middle East, lesser 
known is that its historical role and presence is 
also being expunged from memory. 

An ISIS video released last month shows 

members of its religious police in Mosul, Iraq, 

burning hundreds of Christian books it deems 

blasphemous. 

 
Last month a video emerged showing Islamic 
State members tossing hundreds of Christian 
textbooks, many of them emblazoned with 
crosses, into a large bonfire. As one report put 
it, ISIS was "burning Christian textbooks in an 
attempt to erase all traces of" Christianity from 
the ancient region of Mosul, where Christianity 
once thrived for centuries before the rise of 
Islam.ò 
As usual, ISIS is ultimately an extreme 
example of Islam's normative approach. This 
was confirmed during a recent conference in 
Amman, Jordan, hosted by the Jerusalem 
Center for Political Studies. While presenting, 
Dr. Hanna Kildani, a Christian, said that "there 
is a complete cancelation of Arab Christian 
history in the pre-Islamic era," "many historical 
mistakes," and "unjustifiable historic leaps in 
our Jordanian curriculum." "Tenth grade 
textbooks omit any mention of any Christian or 
church history in the region." Wherever 
Christianity is mentioned, omissions and 
mischaracterizations proliferate, including the 

portrayal of Christianity as a Western (that is, 
"foreign") source of colonization, said Kildani. 
Of course, Christian minorities throughout the 
Middle Eastðnot just in Jordanðhave long 

maintained that the history 
taught in public classrooms 
habitually suppresses the 
region's Christian heritage 
while magnifying (including 
by lying about) Islam. 
"It sounds absurd, but 
Muslims more or less know 
nothing about Christians, 
even though they make up 
a large part of the 
population and are in fact 
the original Egyptians," said 
Kamal Mougheeth, a retired 
teacher in Egypt. "Egypt 

was Christian for six or seven centuries [before 
the Muslim invasion around 640]. The sad thing 
is that for many years the history books 
skipped from Cleopatra to the Muslim conquest 
of Egypt. The Christian era was gone. 
Disappeared. An enormous black whole." 
This agrees perfectly with what I recall my 
parents, Christians from Egypt, telling me of 
their classroom experiences from more than 
half a century ago: there was virtually no 
mention of Hellenism, Christianity, or the 
Coptic Churchðone thousand years of Egypt's 
pre-Islamic history. History began with the 
pharaohs before jumping to the seventh 
century when Arabian Muslims "opened" Egypt 
to Islam. (Wherever Muslims conquer non-
Muslim territories, Islamic hagiography 
euphemistically refers to it as an "opening," 
fath, never a "conquest.") 
Sharara Yousif Zara, an influential politician 
involved in the Iraqi Ministry of Education 
agrees: "It's the same situation in Iraq. There's 
almost nothing about us [Christians] in our 
history books, and what there is, is totally 
wrong. There's nothing about us 
being here before Islam. The only 
Christians mentioned are from the 
West. Many Iraqis believe we 

http://www.aina.org/news/20160221165306.htm
http://www.gospelherald.com/articles/62887/20160314/video-isis-burning-hundreds-of-christian-textbooks-in-attempt-to-erase-religion-from-middle-east.htm
http://www.calam1.org/a/14302/%D9%87%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%83-%D8%A5%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AD%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9/
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moved here. From the West. That we are 
guests in this country." 
Zara might be surprised to learn that similar 
ignorance and historical revisionism 
predominates in the West. Although Christians 
are in fact the most indigenous inhabitants of 
most of the Arab world, I am often asked, by 
educated people, why Christians "choose" to 
go and live in the Middle East among Muslims, 
if the latter treat them badly. 
At any rate, the Mideast's pseudo historical 
approach to Christianity has for generations 
successfully indoctrinated Muslim students to 
suspect and hate Christianity, which is 
regularly seen as a non-organic parasitic 
remnant left by Western colonialists (though as 
mentioned, Christianity precedes Islam in the 
region by some six centuries). 
This also explains one of Islam's bitterest 
ironies: a great many of today's Middle East 
Christians are being persecuted by Muslims ð 
including of the ISIS variety ð whose own 
ancestors were persecuted Christians who 
converted to Islam to end their suffering. In 
other words, Muslim descendants of 
persecuted Christians are today slaughtering 
their Christian cousins. Christians are seen as 
"foreign traitors" in part because many Muslims 
do not know of their own Christian ancestry. 

Due to such entrenched revisionism, Muslim 
"scholars" are able to disseminate highly 
dubious and ahistorical theses, as seen in Dr. 
Fadel Soliman's 2011 book, Copts: Muslims 
Before Muhammad. It claims that, at the time of 
the Muslim conquest of Egypt, the vast majority 
of Egyptians were not, as Muslim and Western 
history has long taught, Christians, but rather 
prototypical Muslims, or muwahidin, who were 
being oppressed by European Christians: 
hence, the Islamic invasion of Egypt was really 
about "liberating" fellow Muslims. 
Needless to say, no real historian has ever 
suggested that Muslims invaded Egypt to 
liberate "proto-Muslims." Rather, the Muslim 
chroniclers who wrote our primary sources on 
Islam, candidly and refreshingly present the 
"openings" as they wereðconquests, replete 
with massacres, enslavement, and 
displacement of Christians and the destruction 
of thousands of churches. 
 
In short, Islam's attacks on Christianity are 
not, as some in the West know, limited to 
the physical, but for long have involved 
intellectual attacks dedicated to 
undermining its heritage -- dedicated to 
erasing Christianity's history in the very 
region of its birth. 

 
Raymond Ibrahim is a Judith Friedman Rosen fellow at the Middle East Forum and a Shillman fellow at 
the David Horowitz Freedom Center. 
 

Terrorism Fears And Travel Bans Shake Tourism In Turkey  
Source: http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/04/28/474983311/terrorism-fears-and-travel-bans-
shake-tourism-in-turkey 
 
Apr 28 ï Two years ago in Istanbul, I 
dragged Selcuk Altun, a Turkish author and 
lover of all things Byzantine, to the Hagia 
Sophia, a 6th century church that's now a 
museum. But we couldn't even get close. Altun 
took one look at the mass of sweating 
humanity blocking the entrance and decided to 
do the interview outside. But this year, the 
change is astonishing. 
The square in front of the Hagia Sophia is 
almost empty ï a lonely seller of roasted 
chestnuts and corn calls it the worst he's seen. 
Tourism contributes some $30 billion per year, 
about 4 percent of Turkey's economy. But 
Turks say tourism revenue will be down sharply 

this year, and possibly next year, too. A 
massive, ongoing migrant crisis, a bitter feud 
with Russia and, perhaps most damaging of all, 
a series of deadly terrorist attacks ð including 
one in January, right here in the heart of 
Istanbul's Old City ð have seen visitor 
numbers plummeting. 
A few are still coming, including Australian 
Amanda O'Callaghan and her family. She can 
laugh about it now, but says they seriously 
considered canceling after the 
most recent suicide bombings. 
But "we'd already paid most of our 
money, and we weren't going to 
get it back," she says with a 

http://www.raymondibrahim.com/2011/04/24/were-conquered-christians-really-liberated-muslims/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/2011/04/24/were-conquered-christians-really-liberated-muslims/
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laugh. Now that she's here, "Oh, yes, of 
course, it's fantastic," she says. "Something 

I've wanted to do for 20 years." 

 
Normally crowded, Istanbul's Hagia Sophia now sees barely a trickle of tourists (Peter Kenyon/NPR) 

 
The O'Callaghans wander off among colorful 
beds of flowers, as musicians celebrating the 
annual tulip festival strike up a tune. The band 
is lucky to have the gig. All around them, idle 
tour guides, bus drivers and waiters on 
extended cigarette breaks wonder how close 
they are to being laid off. 
Several major cruise lines have altered their 
itineraries to avoid Istanbul. That means 
several thousand visitors a day are going 
elsewhere. Turkish media report that hundreds 
of hotels, possibly more than 1,000, are up for 
sale ð especially along the Aegean coast, 
where a Russian ban on holidays in Turkey is 
taking a heavy toll. The ban was imposed after 
Turkey shot down a Russian warplane in 
November. 
Signs of the slowdown are everywhere at the 
historic Istanbul market known as the heart of 
the Turkish economy since Ottoman times ï 
the Grand Bazaar. The bazaar is a maze of 
galleries, cafes and shops offering everything 
from cheap bric-a-brac to rare antiques and 

artisanal treasures from Anatolia, Central Asia 
and beyond. 
At the Adnan and Hasan carpet shop, longtime 
rug seller Erol Avci says sure, he'll answer a 
few questions ï if he can quiz the reporter too: 
"We can ask you questions also?" he says. 
"Yes ï would I like to buy something?" I joke. 
He laughs. "No," he says. "Can we come to 
America and sell carpets there?" 
He's not joking. "This is the new thing now," he 
says. 
Avci knows dealers who spent the entire winter 
in America, bringing their wares to folks 
unwilling to come to Turkey. He may hit the 
road himself. This shop has been here for 
nearly 40 years, and he's never seen things so 
bad. 
That's not the salesman in him talking, he 
insists. "It is a custom for a vendor to cry all the 
time, 'No business!' You know, if 
you make a million-dollar turnover 
that month, you say, 'Okay, no 
complaints, but...' " 
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He laughs and says, "But this is really to cry. 
Yes. Yes. Now we come to the real thing." 
Like farmers anxiously searching the sky for 
rain clouds, these Turks are wondering how 

long this tourist drought will last ï and whether 
they can hang on until it's over. 

 

STR Analyses Impact of Terrorism on Hotel Industry in Europe  
Source: http://hotelnewsresource.mobi/?p=89076 
 
May 05 ï STR analyzed four instances in 
which a major European market was attacked 
by terrorists, beginning with the 2004 train 
bombings in Madrid, Spain. Other markets 
included in the analysis were London, England; 
Paris, France; and Brussels, Belgium. 
On average, European hotel markets 
experience stabilized performance results 
within approximately three months following a 
terror attack, according to data and analysis 
from STR.  
STR analyzed four instances in which a major 
European market was attacked by terrorists, 
beginning with the 2004 train bombings in 
Madrid, Spain. Other markets included in the 
analysis were London, England; Paris, France; 
and Brussels, Belgium.  
Terror attacks in those markets also were 
found to have a greater impact on occupancy 

levels than on average daily rate (ADR).  
 
The best example came in London in 2005. 
Hotels experienced average year-over-year 
rate growth of 3.2% in the three months 
following the 7 July attacks on the cityôs transit 
system. Occupancy, on the other hand, 
dropped 15.1%, 5.2% and 1.9% in the 
subsequent months before rising 1.0% in 
November.  
According to STR analysts, hoteliers typically 
do not attempt to recapture occupancy levels 
with lower rates following a terror attack as 
tourists are likely to avoid the market 
regardless of price.    
After the March 2004 train bombings in 
Madrid, the marketôs occupancy fell 12.7% in 
April in comparison with the same month the 
previous year. May and June then resulted in 
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decreases of 7.2% and 7.5%, respectively. The 
trend began to shift in July when occupancy 
was down 5.5%. The marketôs ADR trended in 
the opposite direction with a 7.4% decrease in 
April followed by an average decrease of 
13.5% over the following three months.  
The three-month recovery pattern for 
occupancy repeated in Paris following the 
November 2015 attacks. After three months of 
decreases averaging 13.1%, March 2016 
produced an absolute occupancy level of 
71.7%, which was just a 4.8% decrease from 
the same month in 2015. Parisô ADR fell 1.8% 
on average between December and February 
before climbing back to nearly flat performance 
(-0.4%) in March. The occupancy and ADR 
combination led to a 5.2% year-over-year 
decline in revenue per available room 
(RevPAR). This was the slightest RevPAR 
decline Paris has experienced since November 
2015, indicating that Parisô hotel market may 
be in the early stages of recovery.  
STR analysts note that in the case of Brussels 
it is too early to draw a full analysis from the 
attacks in March. However, Brussels was also 
heavily affected by the November attacks in 

Paris, so data through February may indicate 
this marketôs recovery patterns. Following the 
lockdown the Brussels government enacted 
from 21-25 November, Brusselsô occupancy 
declined by double digits for 16 consecutive 
days, falling by as much as 62.6%. Between 
November and January, Brussels posted an 
average monthly occupancy decline of 17.0%. 
Then in February, occupancy was down just 
2.3%. ADR during this time fluctuated but grew 
in year-over-year comparisons for three of four 
months.  
After the attacks on 22 March, Brusselsô 
occupancy levels dropped 19.6% to 57.7% for 
the entire month, a sharp decline from the 
marketôs average March occupancy level of 
68.7% (based on historic data spanning 2000 
to 2015). ADR, however, remained positive 
(+1.1% to EUR121.65) and in line with historic 
levels. STRôs daily data showed that on 28 
March, the Monday after Easter, Brussels 
experienced its lowest absolute occupancy 
level (-72.6% to 19.5%) of any day following 
the attack. ADR for the day was down 18.2% to 
EUR94.98.  

 

E.U. forcing refugees into òconcentration campsó as economic 

crisis fuels far-right, warns Greek ex-finance minister  
Source: http://www.salon.com/2016/04/29/e_u_forcing_refugees_into_concentration_camps_as_econo
mic_crisis_fuels_far_right_warns_greek_ex_finance_minister/ 
 
May 01 ï Greeceôs outspoken former finance 
minister says the European Union is putting 
refugees in what are essentially ñconcentration 
camps,ò and warns the festering economic 
crisis is exacerbating the xenophobia, fueling 
the rise of far-right movements. 
In the past two years, hundreds of thousands 
of refugees and migrants have landed in 
Greece, hoping to find asylum in Europe. 
Yanis Varoufakis, the ex-minister and longtime 
economics professor, said in an interview on 
Democracy Now this week that the E.U. has 
been exerting ñtremendousò pressure on 
Greece, forcing it ñto, effectively, intern the 
refugees.ò 
Meanwhile, the far-right is on the rise 
ñeverywhere in Europe,ò and there are chilling 
signs of the return of fascist ô30s-era politics, 
Varoufakis cautioned. 

Many of the refugees and migrants trying to 
enter Europe are fleeing war, violence or 
repression in the Middle East and South 
Asia. Most are coming from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
The E.U. has been overwhelmingly hostile to 
their arrival, even while it fuels and intervenes 
in some of the conflicts they are fleeing. 
Europe has setup ñhotspotò registration centers 
for refugees in Greece. Varoufakis says, 
òWhen you see the word ôhotspots,õ just 
translate it to ôconcentration camps.õ Itõs 
very simple.ó 
ñGeorge Orwell would be very, very proud of 
Europe and our capacity for 
doublespeak and creating new 
terms by which to hide the awful 
reality,ò he added. 
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ñInstead of treating them like human beings in 
need of support, in need of food, in need of 
medicine, in need of psychological assistance, 
they are going to be treated, according to 
Brussels, as illegals, aliens, that are going to 
be enclosed in those hotspots, concentration 
camps,ò Varoufakis said in the interview. 
ñThe Greek government, which is, of course, 
fiscally completely and utterly impecunious, is 
being told, óThe only way you are going to get 
money is if you intern them. So if you let them 
free and loose, even within Greece, youôre 
getting not a penny in order to help feed them.'ò 
Varoufakis also blasted the ñponzi austerityò 
scheme he says the E.U. and International 
Monetary Fund are imposing on Greece, while 
banks rake in billions and the Greek people 
suffer. 
The former finance minister says this ñcruel, 
self-defeating, irrational, inefficient, mind-
blowingly inane austerityò is also preventing the 
Greek government from helping refugees. 
While he applauded the ñmagnificent array of 
NGOs and volunteers who are looking after the 
refugees,ò Varoufakis noted the ñGreek state is 
in a state of disarray, because it just canôt 
afford even to look after the Greeks, who are 
suffering a seven year-long great depression.ò 
ñThe Greek state is trying to do something, but 
is being pushed by Europe to treat inhumanely 
those refugees,ò he said. 
Earlier this month, the E.U. began to deport 
refugees and migrants en masse to Turkey, in 
a plan that human rights experts say likely 
violates international law. 
NATO also announced a new plan this week 
to impose a blockade on Libya, five years 
after bombing the country and essentially 
destroying the government in the oil-rich 
North African nation, in order to prevent 
refugees and migrants from entering 
Europe. A Human Rights Watch official told 
Salon this plan also likely violates international 
law. 
In the meantime, far-right groups like 
Greeceõs neo-Nazi Golden Dawn party are 
growing in popularity. 
And ñitôs not just Golden Dawn,ò Varoufakis 
warned. ñItôs everywhere in Europe.ò 

ñWe have a neofascist government in Hungary. 
We have Marine Le Pen, whoôs going to top the 
presidential race next year in France. I mean, 
you just have to state this to panic,ò he said. 
ñYou have UKIP, the United Kingdom 
Independence Party, in Britain. Youôve got 
Austria; in Vienna, the beautiful city of Vienna, 
42 percent voted for a neofascist party in the 
last municipal election,ò Varoufakis continued. 
He said the reasons behind the rise are 
òvery simple: Great Depression, national 
humiliationñput them together, like in the 
1920s and õ30s in Germany, and you end up 
with the serpentõs egg hatching.ó 
Varoufakis argues there is an alternative to 
these detention camps, mass deportations and 
blockades, but Europe is not willing to take it. 
ñThis should not be a problem. Europe is large 
enough. It is rich enough. We should be able to 
handle this refugee crisis humanely, efficiently, 
without this even being something we discuss,ò 
he said on Democracy Now. 
After the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991, 
Varoufakis pointed out that Greece, a country 
of 10 million people, accepted 1 million 
refugees within a few months. 
ñDo you know what happened?ò he asked. 
ñNothing. It was all fine. They still live there. 
Their kids come to the university where I teach. 
They are amongst some of my best students.ò 
òGreece has become enriched. Our culture 
has become stronger. Our food has become 
even better,ó Varoufakis added. 
ñAnd if a small, middle-, lower-middle-income 
country like Greece can accept a 10 percent 
influx of refugees in a few months and do quite 
well out of it and actually be stronger as a 
result of that, Europe, which is aging 
pathetically, should accept these refugees, like 
Angela Merkel initially said in September, 
October.ò 
Varoufakis concluded the interview warning 
that Europe is seeing the terrifying signs of 
a resurgence of fascism. 
ñThe European Union is disintegrating under its 
postmodern 1930s,ò he said. ñThis is what 
weôve been experiencing the last 10 years due 
to the economic crisis.ò 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: A failed minister of a failing country in a failed Europe ï the 

perfect combination! Plus the intentional misuse of the terminology used to support failure! 
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EU backs visa-free travel for Turkish citizens to EU zone 
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20160504-eu-backs-visafree-travel-for-turkish-
citizens-to-eu-zone 
 
May 04 ï The European Commission earlier 
today (Wednesday) recommended that 
Turkish citizens who wanted to travel to any 
of the EU member states for short holidays 
or business trips would be allowed into the 
EU zone without a visa. 
The lifting of the visa requirement, however, 
would go into effect only if Turkey meets the 
remaining conditions set by the EC. 
EU Competition Commissioner Margrethe 
Vestager tweeted a picture of the Commission 
statement, which said: ñThe European 
Commission is today proposing to the Council 
of the European Union and the European 
Parliament to lift the visa requirements for the 
citizens of Turkey, under the understanding 
that the Turkish authorities will fulfill, as a 
matter of urgency and as they committed to do 
so on March 18, 2016, the oustanding 
benchmarks of its Visa 
Liberalization Roadmap.ò 
RT reports that following the expected approval 
by the European Council and Parliament, the 
EC recommendation will have to be approved 
by the national parliaments of each EU 
member state. 
The rule is tentatively scheduled to come into 
effect by 30 June. 
There are seventy-two conditions the EC set 
and which Turkey must meet before visa-free 
access to the EU is granted to Turkish citizens. 
Turkey met the first conditions on Tuesday 
when it waived visa requirements for citizens 

from all of the EUôs  twenty-eight member 
states, including Cyprus, the government of 
which Turkey refuses to recognize. 
Turkey made clear on Tuesday that waiving 
the visa requirement for Cypriots did not 
mean Turkey was recognizing the 
Cypriot government. 
Among the other conditions Turkey must meet 
are the issuing biometric travel documents for 
all Turks, improved border controls and 
surveillance, cooperation with the EU on crime, 
and human rights issues linked to anti-terror 
and discrimination laws. 
ñThere is still work to be done as a matter of 
urgency but if Turkey sustains the progress 
made, they can meet the remaining 
benchmarks,ò European Commission Vice 
President Frans Timmermans told journalists in 
Brussels, saying Turkey was yet to meet five of 
the seventy-two criteria. 
The lifting of visa requirements for Turkeyôs 
eighty million citizens has been a subject of 
intense debate among EU member states. 
Turkey threatened that if the EU and its 
member states failed to approve the visa deal, 
Turkey would withdrew from the refugee 
agreement it had reached with the EU in 
March. That agreement, which is already being 
implemented, calls on Turkey to take all Syrian 
refugees arriving in the U zone illegally ï in 
exchange for the EU take one refugee from 
Turkish camps for every migrant returned to 
Turkey from mainland Europe. 

 

EU cannot identify, track visa overstays  
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20160504-eu-cannot-identify-track-visa-overstays 
 
May 04 ï Critics of the plan to give Turkish 
citizen visa-free access to the EU zone say 
the measure could allow these travelers to 
disappear because the European Union 
does not have a system to detect visitors 
who overstay their visas. 
The critics say that the problem is compounded 
by plans to grant vis-free travel to the fifty-two 
million people from Ukraine, Kosovo, and 
Georgia. The citizens of these four countries 

will be able to access the Schengen zone, 
which does not include Britain, for ninety days 
for tourism and for 180 days on business. 
The Telegraph notes that the EU has a visa 
waiver agreement with more than sixty 
countries around the world ï but 
that EU officials admit they have 
no way of systematically 
identifying and tracking 
the estimated 250,000 people a 
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year who overstay their visas in Europe.   
The reason: In many countries the entry into 
the Schengen free-travel zone is still logged 
with only a rubber stamp on a passport. 
The twenty-six countries which are members of 
the Schengen Zone agreement do not operate 
or share  a centralized database. Some 
countries maintain national databases, but 
these data bases cannot be used for identifying 
and tracking visa overstays, because people 
can move freely around the continent. 
Analysts told the Telegraph that in normal 
times, visa overstays account for the majority 
of illegal migrants in Europe. 
The lack of a centralized tracking system 
leaves Europe vulnerable to terrorists, 
organized crime, and people trafficking, 
EUõs internal documents say.  
Four years ago, the European Commission has 
proposed the creation of a digital ñEntry Exit 
Systemò to log entries and exits of non-EU 
visitors into the EU zone. National 
governments have blocked the plans, however, 
and a new proposal was formulated last month. 
Critics say it will take years to implement ï 
assuming national governments even accept 
the new proposal ð ð which will be too late 

for the deal with Turkey, Ukraine, Georgia, 
and Kosovo. 
The Telegraph reports that an EU impact 
assessment about the current system of 
managing legal migrants said it was ñerror 
prone,ò adding that the EU ñcannot report and 
identify overstayers systematically, easily and 
in a reliable manner, resulting in a lack of 
reliable information on irregular immigration.ò In 
its forecasting, the EC assumes that one in 
1,000 visitors overstays by more than 
seven days. 
Timothy Kirkhope, a former immigration 
minister and Conservative MEP, said proper 
entry and exit checks should be in place 
before the Turkey deal comes into force. 
ñGetting a system in place where there is order 
and discipline is absolutely essential. Unless 
you have a system in place to check in and out, 
itôs not possible to run any kind of sensible 
immigration system at all. 
 
òIt sounds very reasonable to say it is just 
for 90 days, but how the hell do you 
know it is just 90 days, and how at the end 
of 90 days do you locate and 
remove them?ó 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: Turks will enter EU freely while Greeks in a flight from Athens to Paris 

(May 06) were asked to go for passport control! If you have such friends who needs enemies? 

 

AP Interview: Rio security head says cuts impact Olympics  
By Mauricio Savarase and Stephen Wade (Associated Press) 
Source: http://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article76082862.html 
 
May 06 ï Rio de Janeiro's state security 
secretary acknowledges that cuts of $550 
million to his budget pose a risk to the 
Olympics when they open in three months. 

"If I said the cuts won't impact anything, I 
wouldn't be accurate," Jose Mariano Beltrame 

told The Associated Press during a sit-down 
interview this week. "I wish I could have more 
policemen. I wish they could work twice as 
much on the streets." 
Security sits at the top of a long list of worries 
for South America's first games: Zika virus, 
polluted water in venues for sailing and rowing, 
slow ticket sales, and political and economic 
turmoil as President Dilma Rousseff fights 
against impeachment. 
Beltrame said Rio will deploy about 65,000 
policemen and up to 20,000 soldiers to guard 
the games, the largest contingent 
in Brazilian history. The number is 
about twice as large as London's 
force four years ago. Some of that 
effort is aimed at keeping gangs 
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from hillside favelas from reaching Olympic 
venues. 
The military is expected to protect the venues 
as the police work the rest of the city, guarding 
subway lines, bus routes and busy streets. 
Beltrame is expecting protests, and said police 
will draw on experience from the 2014 World 
Cup and the Confederations Cup the year 
before. 

"In any event of this size they happen," he said. 
Beltrame said the cuts, which come to a little 
less than a fifth of security's operating budget, 
will reduce bonuses, overtime pay, and keep 
him from hiring more police. He called new 
equipment, technology, and integration the 
legacy of the Olympics. 

Fewer police could mean slower response 
time, and hurt team spirit. 
"The morale issue does affect people," 
Beltrame said. "But the institutions are not 
going to stop." 
The cuts have disheartened many policemen. 
More than 300 retired in the first two months of 
this year to avoid cuts to their pensions. The 
average retirement rate is about 30 per month. 
Police in Rio earn about $500 monthly, and 
many rely on yearly bonuses that have ranged 
from $1,200 to $3,700. Those will be cut this 
year to between $400 and $800. 
Rio's financial problems stem partly from the 
slump in the oil and gas industry, which 
accounts for a third of the state government's 

revenues. At the same time that oil prices have 
slumped, Brazil's state-run oil giant Petrobras 
is at the center of a $3 billion corruption 
investigation, and the country is buried in its 
deepest recession in decades. 
Beltrame was asked about preparations for the 
risk of a terrorist attack during the Olympics. 
"We didn't have to do anything extra since the 
World Cup in 2014," he said. "Since 2007 we 
have terrorism as our No. 1 concern, 
regardless of what happened in France, 
Belgium or in the Middle East in the last few 
years." 
Rio's policing tactics have been strongly 
criticized. 
Amnesty International said in a statement last 
week that at least 11 people have been killed in 
police shootings in Rio's impoverished favelas 
since the beginning of April. It said at least 307 
people were killed by police last year, 
accounting for 20 percent of the homicides in 
the city. 

"Despite the promised legacy of a safe city for 
hosting the Olympic Games, killings by the 
police have been steadily increasing over the 
past few years in Rio," Amnesty said. 

Former state public security secretary Luiz 
Eduardo Soares was even more 
worried than Beltrame, calling the 
budget cuts "a disaster." 
"We have serious problems in our 
day-to-day work, but we have 
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adapted well to exceptional situations like the 
World Cup in 2014 and the visit of Pope 
Francis in 2013," Soares said. "But the cuts will 
affect morale. Officers are underpaid, they fear 
delays in being paid, and their working hours 
are not respected." 
Rio will use both military and civil police, but 
most of the hands-on work goes to the military 
police. 
"If they weren't military police, they would go on 
strike," Soares said. 

Soares said Rio has one policeman for every 
300 residents in wealthy areas like 
Copacabana and Ipanema. Poor areas have 
about one for every 2,000 residents. 
He expects the imbalance to grow during the 
games. 
"In an economic crisis like this, the situation 
tends to be radicalized," Soares said. "This is a 
political decision to show the city as an 
attractive place to foreigners. The price of the 
cuts will be paid by the underprivileged." 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: As we approach the Games the blur picture on security is becoming 

clearer. The military will guard the venues; the police will guard the city. The military will deal with CBRN 
events; the rest will pray that nothing will happen ï especially the medical people that are totally 
underprepared to receive contaminated casualties. Protests are expected; huge policing in Rio will lead 
to crime rise in the rest of the country. Plus political turmoil, Zika scare and unhappy security personnel 
create an explosive mixture that is terroristic by itself. Visit Brazil for the Olympiad? NO THANKS! 
Watching television is the only safe alternative to watch Security Olympics. End of story! 

 
 

Israel to open permanent mission at NATO HQ 
Source: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20160505-israel-to-open-permanent-mission-at-nato-hq/ 
 
NATO has allowed Israel to open a permanent mission at its HQ after Turkey lifted its veto on Israeli 

activity within the bloc, AlKhaleejonline.com reported. 
NATO said in a statement that Israelôs Ambassador to the European 
Union David Walzer would now also head its mission at alliance 
headquarters. 
The foreign ministry of Israel, which is not a NATO member but has 
partner status as a participant in the allianceôs Mediterranean 

Dialogue programs, welcomed the move. 
In 2011, Turkey vetoed Israelõs demand for representation at NATOõs HQ. Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported Israeli officials saying Turkeyôs lifting of the veto reflects a desire to normalise relations 
with Israel. 
 
 

Germany, Italy strongly oppose Austriaõs border fence scheme 
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20160506-germany-italy-strongly-oppose-austria-
s-border-fence-scheme 
 
May 06 ï Germany and Italy on Thursday expressed strong objections to what the leaders of the two 
countries described as the ñunjustifiedò proposal from Austria to erect a fence at Austriaõs alpine 
border with Italy to stem the flow of migrants into the country. 
ñWe expressed our total opposition to, and, in some ways, our shock over the position that has been 
taken by our Austrian friends,ò said Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at a joint press 
conference with Chancellor Angela Merkel in Rome, calling the plan ñmistakenò 
and ñanachronistic.ò 
ñI will do all that is possible so that problems are solved in ways other that through border 
closures,ò the chancellor added. 
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DW reports that the narrow Brenner Pass has become a point of contention between Italy and Austria, 
with Italy complaining that some states in northern Europe were allowing southern European nations to 
bear most of the burden of sheltering and taking care of asylum-seekers. 
On Thursday, far-right Austrian presidential candidate Norbert Hofer, speaking to prestigious Italian 
daily La Repubblica, exacerbated the situation by comparing Merkel and Renzi to migrant smugglers 
bringing people over the Mediterranean in shoddy, overcrowded boats. 
ñIt is a shameful remark that many respectable people in Austria should reflect on,ò Renzi responded. 
In the first three months of 2016, 14,500 people had crossed from Libya to Italy, according to the UN 
refugee agency. The Italian authorities worry that the wave of refugees will only increase as the 
weather improves. 
Hofer is facing a run-off election for the Austrian presidency, a largely ceremonial post, against 
Alexander Van der Bellen, a Green party politician. The popularity of Hoferôs far-right Freedom Party of 
Austria has increased with the rise of the refugee crisis. 
 

EDITORõS COMMENT: Although not very much in favor of Austrian politicians and their attitude 

against Greece, I must confess that I agree with all measures taken to protect own citizens. May be 
because we cannot erect fences inside the sea! May be because we are tired of trying to please 
everybody but the Greeks! May be because Europe is just a continent and not a union of same minded 
countriesé 

 

How safe is your holiday?  
Source: http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/how-safe-your-holiday-european-7792430 
 
Every year, millions of Britons flock to European holiday hotspots for a bit of sun and relaxation. 
But now, some are choosing avoiding the continent altogether, with many destinations at a 
'high' risk of terrorism. 
UK military chiefs have warned there is a 'serious and direct threat to holiday resorts 
across Europe' from groups like ISIS. 
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Meanwhile, the Foreign Office (FCO) says 'there is considered to be a heightened threat of terrorist 
attack globally against UK interests and British nationals from groups or individuals motivated by the 
conflict in Iraq and Syria'. 

The countries in red are at 'high' risk of terrorist attacks, while those in orange are at 'general' risk  
In recent months, an array of terrorist attacks have taken place across the continent, including suicide 
bombings in Belgium and France. 
And yesterday, a German newspaper reported that Islamic terrorists are plotting to kill 
tourist by placing bombs under sunbeds on foreign beaches. 
So, how safe is your holiday destination? Here, we provide a guide to the most at risk 
hotspots, according to the FCO. 
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Spain 
Risk level: High 
More than 12million Brits visit Spain every year, with many heading to the beautiful, sandy beaches of 
Menorca, Ibiza, Majorca and the Costa Del Sol. 

Despite suffering from terrorist attacks 
in the past, the country has recently 
managed to avoid the troubles of other 
Mediterranean countries. 
 
More than 12million Brits visit Spain 

every year, with some heading to 

Cantabria (pictured)  

 
However, the FCO still deems the 
terror threat in Spain 'high', with a 
suspected ISIS collaborator arrested by 
police in Majorca just hours ago. 
The Moroccan-born man - who was 

detained by officers in Palma this morning - is accused of promoting terror attacks in Europe. 
The FCO also warns tourists to look out for street thieves and to not take 'unnecessary risks', 
particularly when 'under the influence of drink or drugs'. 
 
Germany 
Risk level: High 
Germany is the latest European country to have its terrorism risk rating upgraded to 'high' by the FCO. 
Around two million Brits visit the nation every year, with many heading to Berlin to visit historic sites and 
the iconic Brandenburg Gate. 
But now, increased security has been 
put in place at German transport hubs, 
public buildings and major events 'as a 
precaution'. 
 
Berlin's landmark Brandenburg Gate is 

popular with British holidaymakers  

 
The FCO says on its website: "Thereôs 
no requirement to carry your passport 
with you, but the police are currently 
carrying out more frequent ID checks. 
"If youôre asked to show your passport 
and you donôt have it with you, the police may escort you to wherever your passport is being kept so 
that you can show it to them." 
 
Belgium 
Risk level: High 
Following the recent bombings at a Brussels airport and metro station, Belgium's terrorism risk rating 
remains at 'high'. 
The explosions, which were the deadliest act of terrorism in the country's history, claimed 
the lives of 32 victims. 
A further 300 people were injured in the attacks, which occurred at Zaventem Airport and 
Maalbeek metro station on March 22. 
The FCO warns on its website that terrorists could target Belgium indiscriminately. 


