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C2BRNE DIARY  is:  

 

1. Read by First Responders in more than 80 countries around the globe; 
 
2. Distributed to more than 700 institutions, organizations, state agencies, think tanks, defense 

companies, institutions, and universities. 
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Editorial  

Brig Gen (retõd) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MSc, MC (Army) 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

C2BRNE Diary 
 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
Good news and bad news in July: 
 

 ̧ Amesbury incident (UK): Skripal novichok may be behind new Wiltshire poisoning 
 ̧ Japan executed Shoko Asahara, the doomsday cult leader convicted for the 1995 sarin-gas attack 
on Tokyoôs subway that killed 13 people and sickened thousands ï justice after 23 years! 

 ̧ Soligenix Inc. receives European, Canadian patents for its ricin toxin vaccine (RiVax) formulation 
 ̧ New smallpox oral formulation (tecovirimat, brand name TPOXX) got FDA approval 
 ̧ Greenpeace France crashes remotely piloted drone at French Bugey nuclear plant near Lyon ï 
perhaps a taste from the future? 

 ̧ Personal info of 1.5m SingHealth patients, including PM Lee, stolen in Singapore's worst cyber attack 
 ̧ Magnificent Thailand rescue operation ï when international solidarity becomes a reality! 
 ̧ Greece wildfires: At least 76 [update: 24 July] killed (and 11 in critical condition) near Athens as 
residents and tourists flee or jump into the sea ï perhaps the second worst wildfire ever. A case study 
for emergency crisis management and all the things that we must not do but we repeat them every 
summer. 

 
I would like to say happy summer vacations but sorrow is too heavy to wish something nice. Just take 
care First Responders! 

The Editor-in-Chief 
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Perspectives on Terrorism 
June 2018  

Available at the NEW online home: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/pot. Please note that the journal's old 
website (http://www.terrorismanalysts.com) will remain online as an archives only site for a while longer, 
but will eventually be closed down. Readers will want to update bookmarks and reference links 
accordingly. 
 

46 years of terrorist attacks in Europe, visualized 
Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/a-history-of-terrorism-in-europe/?noredirect=on 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FL4BM6sSFfNL6I9Ei3tf7sYDd72JDsoci4voepl5MtrRcP6PE5zFQcQSVUHzOIWCsP0zvdu3I52ATBQLPal5_lJWk2EJ3tb_4Osowi1UpbKY4hOPZW7vsFb29hHi0kTHj10xRJf2Zp-_ziN0oh2jDZo44kBoGWY7yYCsh8OAVWFL2wJVRRuy18sQ1iMv35GIUDJydPMgZu35DIKRZ7w8HcBR_UQcm6cvLNApqo6F193BO2wuo3dhSQm59UesAPVV0B4hHmP0BOq4E1Ntct0nmg==&c=ErvHo15D8ApoBh7A3PJl-HfxU8iuHWC3lNtj8voB1KANMQFGTBCFsg==&ch=COeSUqDF_PLUDUtEqTDVkp3pqp-t4d2KvhS71ehbK_mvn_IZgSTjAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FL4BM6sSFfNL6I9Ei3tf7sYDd72JDsoci4voepl5MtrRcP6PE5zFQV188hoW98bZ5bP1arCiXD-vG78POWkBs0RiV5-zA8f3uF-FGVPcYSxKqfjS1dCWYMtVecPhE8vaXWrfv0xiA0DDcSX6nuOjHETjiG4IdRmujIP-tAF3Z9RR_ujN3Q_lKElKX9nDufQlmca0HvSqc3cWONfQnJFSOQ==&c=ErvHo15D8ApoBh7A3PJl-HfxU8iuHWC3lNtj8voB1KANMQFGTBCFsg==&ch=COeSUqDF_PLUDUtEqTDVkp3pqp-t4d2KvhS71ehbK_mvn_IZgSTjAQ==
https://globalaware.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5379c097f92515fe262a12f10&id=97f6d5bbde&e=7501ed5009
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The attacks can happen anywhere: In a holiday market outside a historic church in Berlin, on the 
street during a national holiday in France, in an airplane over Scotland or during the first day of school in 

a small town in Russia. Sometimes, a plot fails ï a detonator malfunctions or authorities make an arrest 
ï and no one is injured. Other times, an attack leaves a trail of death and destruction that can shake a 
nation, even a continent. But these incidents are nothing new.  
 
uu Read the full article at sourceõs URL. 
 

Story of Libyan-born Muslim man fostering terminally ill 

children to become documentary 
Source: https://www.dailysabah.com/life/2018/04/03/story-of-libyan-born-muslim-man-fostering-
terminally-ill-children-to-become-documentary 
 
April 2018 ï The inspiring story of a 63-year-old U.S. national of Libyan origin, who has been a foster 

parent to 80 terminally-ill children, will be a documentary by Turkish 
director Ensar Altay. 
Speaking in an interview with Anadolu Agency on his first visit to abroad 
since he has started to take care of children, Mohamed Bzeek said: "My 
story changed the way the American thinks about Muslims." 
Muslims in the U.S. are seen as "criminals, killer, we are not good and 
Islam is just the religion of blood and devastation," he said. 
"[But] after my story, I showed them the true Islam. Islam is about love 
and compassion and sympathy towards other people." 
Bzeek's story became public after he was interviewed by 

Los Angeles Times last year. He has been taking care of abandoned or terminally-ill children 
since 1989. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/german-police-in-search-for-new-suspect-in-deadly-christmas-market-attack/2016/12/21/066055d8-c6fd-11e6-acda-59924caa2450_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/nices-famed-promenade--a-timeless-scene-of-beauty-then-a-scene-of-horror/2016/07/14/9c590f92-4a18-11e6-bdb9-701687974517_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/panam103/timeline.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/27/AR2005082701157.html
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Recalling the words of an atheist in the U.S. to him, Bzeek said he told him: "After reading your story I 
hope there is god so he can reward you." 
Bzeek said he had taken care of 80 children in the U.S. since the 90s and he now wants to reach out to 
children in need in other parts of the world as well. 
"Ten of them died; I was holding them [when they died]," he said. 
Some of the babies he took care of did not even have names, he said, so he gave them Muslim names. 
"I raise them as Muslims." 

 
Turkey acknowledges contribution 
The man with a heart of gold has been acknowledged by Turkey and an award was given to him by the 
Turkish president himself; even a Turkish filmmaker is planning to turn his inspiring story into a 
documentary. 
Speaking at a ceremony in capital Ankara where Bzeek was given the International Benevolence Award, 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoĵan said stories like that of 
Bzeek gave people hope despite 
the violence and brutality across 
the globe. 
About the difficulties he faces in 
helping terminally-ill children, 
Bzeek said it is not easy to raise 
children who require special 
care. 
"It is a very hard job," he said: 
"They have a lot of medication, 
they have a lot of machines." 
Some nights you cannot sleep 
because you have to take care 
of them during the night, he 
adds. 
"This is my first vacation in seven years," he added. 
An electronic engineer by profession, Bzeek, who himself has a disabled son, remembers 
his first foster child. 
"A Mexican girl," he recalled. 
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"She was just a month old," when Bzeek began looking after her. In 1991, she died after living for two-
and-a-half years with the family. 
"It was very hard and it was my first experience of death with a little kid that you have at home for two 
years. 
 
People 'afraid' to care 
"When she died it really hit me hard and I was so sad, I was crying for three days," Bzeek said. 
Bzeek, who is a devout Muslim, said he cares for children regardless of their religion, nationality or skin 
color. 
"I just take them as human beings, I consider them as my own children, I don't think them as foster 
children," he said. 
In 1995, Bzeek and his wife decided to take care of terminally-ill kids. 
"I was told that I am the only house in the LA that is taking [care of] kids knowing they are going to die," 
he said. 
People do not want these kids because they are dying, he added. 
"They are afraid if they take them home and they die in their house it will be devastating for their family 
and kids. That's why people don't like to take kids that are going to die." 
He said children under his care are made to feel at home. 
"When I take them, I make them feel at home. I make them feel they have family, brothers and sister. 
They are safe and somebody will take care of them. 
"And somebody will be with them until the last minute of their lives." 
 

Mass attacks in public space  
Source: https://www.secretservice.gov/forms/USSS_NTAC-Mass_Attacks_in_Public_Spaces-2017.pdf 

https://www.secretservice.gov/forms/USSS_NTAC-Mass_Attacks_in_Public_Spaces-2017.pdf
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Major Shift Expected in Underground Warfare 
Source: https://i-hls.com/archives/83814 
June 30 ï The U.S. military is considering adding a new warfighting domain to U.S. military doctrine: the 
underground realm. The underground sphere is particularly important in cities, where nearly two-thirds of 
the worldôs population will live by 2040 ð and where the Pentagon expects to see more combat. The 
military doctrineôs domains currently include land, sea, air, space, and cyber ð the latter added in 2012. 
Adding another would reshape spending and strategy, evaluates defenseone.com. 
Urban environments pose significant challenges for infantry forces. A report published in 2017 by RAND 

think-tank suggests that the rise of 
urbanization increases the likelihood that at 
least some future conflicts will take place in 
cities. RAND evaluates that when light and 
mechanized infantry along with armor forces 
cooperate as effective combined arms teams, 
they can adapt and apply creativity to produce a 
decisive effect on urban combat operations. 
For this new type of warfare, infantry units will 
need to know how to effectively navigate, 
communicate, breach heavy obstacles and attack 
enemy forces in underground mazes ranging 
from confined corridors to tunnels as wide as 
residential streets. Soldiers will need new 

equipment and training to operate in conditions such as complete darkness, bad air and lack of cover 
from enemy fire in areas that challenge standard Army communications equipment. 
In 2017, the U.S. Army accelerated its push to outfit 26 of its 31 active combat brigades with new tools 
and training to ñfight in large-scale subterranean facilities that exist beneath dense urban areas around 
the world,ò according to military.com. In December, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, 
or DARPA, launched a new Grand Challenge to develop new technologies for underground warfare and 
intelligence gathering, in order to ñrapidly map, navigate, and search underground environmentsò. 

 
 

Dedicated to hard working First Responders risking their lives 
Cristiano Ronaldo (2018): "If I'm worth only 100 million euros, it means that they (Real 
Madrid) don't love me". 
 

 

Piracy attempt against Greek 

vessel 
 
July 04 ï Greek vessel Chios Freedom (gross tonnage: 
23,435; 180X30.3m; crew 22), was attacjed by pirates 
off shore Fujairah, UAE. Fujairah is one of the seven 
emirates that make up the United Arab Emirates, and 
the only one of the seven that has a coastline solely on 
the Gulf of Oman and none on the Arab Gulf. 
Pirates used four speed boats carrying 12 
armed men firing with AK-47s. The security 
team of the boat (3 ex Hellenic Nave 

SEALS) returned fires causing many casualties to the assailants that finally abort and retreat. 
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Bullets fired against the Greek vessel (red circles) 

 
EDITORõS COMMENT: Armed guards on board. The only solution against piracy. Pirates are 

always flexible in tactics and choose to attack vessels away of guarded areas like Gulf of Aden. Good 
job Navy SEALS! 

 

Abu Dhabi's first medical school set to open this year 
Source: https://www.thenational.ae/uae/abu-dhabi-s-first-medical-school-set-to-open-this-
year-1.747144 
 
July 04 ï Khalifa University of Science and Technology is launching Abu Dhabi's first medical school in 
September - helping the capital to become a training hub to develop the next generation of doctors. 
The facility, which will offer a bridging course allowing students to switch career paths to medicine and an 
American-style doctor of medicine (MD) programme starting next year, is something the city has been 
"crying out for", says the president of the university. 
The College of Medicine and Health Sciences will be based at the main campus of the university. 
Students in the medical programme will receive hands-on training at hospitals in Abu Dhabi and will train 
in clinics from year one. After graduation, students will have the opportunity for residency with a partner 
hospital in UAE. 
ñItôs the first medical school in Abu Dhabi city and that is significant. If you look at the healthcare industry 
growing around here or at the healthcare needs of the population, this is a city that cries out for having its 
own medical college,ò said Dr Tod Laursen, president of Khalifa University. 
ñMedical centres are important to attract physicians to the societies they are in. The medical 
profession depends on continuing education and research possibilities for the physicians to 
be able to retain people. If Abu Dhabi is going to be a destination for top-flight doctors our 
medical school is part of that story,ò said Dr Laursen. 
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The medical programme will be closely styled along the lines of the American model. In the UK you can 
start medical school as an undergraduate or join a postgraduate programme. In the US the model is to 
take Medicine as a post graduate course, including training at hospitals. 
A collaborating partner in the US will work with Khalifa University to design and implement the academic 
programme, in addition to assisting with recruiting and training the academic staff. 
In the past, The National has shed light on the need for locally-trained doctors and nurses to cope with 
ever-increasing healthcare demands. 
The UAE's first medical school is The College of Medicine and Health Sciences, part of UAE University, 
which opened in Al Ain in 1984. 
It pioneered public medical education in the emirate and has graduated hundreds medical students since 
1993. 

The Dubai Medical College has also been undertaking the important task of educating female doctors for 
the past three decades. 
Fiona McKenzie, director of Gabbitas Middle East, an educational consultant based in Dubai, said: ñThis 
is a hugely exciting development for Abu Dhabi to have a medical teaching programme which will be 
training doctors on the ground here. I am sure that there will be strong collaborations between the existing 
hospitals in Abu Dhabi and the post graduate programme at Khalifa University. 
ñI think there will be a lot of interest in this MD programme.ò 
Ms McKenzie says the school will be at the forefront of medical advancement, with students with a 
background and AI high on their radar. 
ñIt is interesting to note that they are keen to recruit students with an engineering background who will be 
familiar with AI and robotics as they are obviously keen to prepare future students for the constantly 
evolving world of medicine. They are also offering a bridging programme for students who wish to 
transition to medicine which I am sure will also be popular as it will open up another pathway to training 
to become a doctor. 
ñThis is a great opportunity to take a degree in an affiliated subject first and then to choose to specialise 
in Medicine later,ò she said. 
ñHaving a medical school creates a great ecosystem of research and training and learning 
in and around the medical environment. Being qualified to offer a medical school is always 
highly regarded in university circles so it will be good news for the academic ranking of the 
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university and a great opportunity for Abu Dhabi to become a hub for training and developing doctors in 
country," said Ms McKenzie. 
The bridging programme will give students the information to take the MCAT, the main entryway 
examination for American medical schools.  
The programme is targeted at students from top universities in UAE and abroad. Anyone with a bachelorôs 
degree in engineering and science can apply for the programme. 
The new medical school will work towards a change in mindset. 
ñWe are not just recruiting teachers. We want to recruit professors, physicians- people who can teach at 
the school but will also be doing research,ò added Dr Laursen. 
The school has received alot of interest from physicians who want to mentor students. "We have had a 
lot of people reach to us from the various hospitals here wondering how they can be involved,ò he said. 
Scholarships will be offered to successful candidates, while additional incentives will be offered to 
Emiratis. 
Khalifa University is the top rated university in the country as well as the nation's youngest public 
university. The university was formed last year by the merger of Masdar Institute of Science and 
Technology, the Petroleum Institute and Khalifa University of Science, Technology and Research 
(Kustar). 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: It would be very interesting, this first medical school to have a ñCBRNE 

Medicineò module included into its curriculum. Although 5 or 6 years (medicine graduates) might look 
like a distant horizon, preparing future generations of front-line health professionals to face asymmetric 
threats and their consequences would be extremely beneficial and country wise. 

 

India doesnõt need weapons, it can kill us with water 
By Dr Taseer Salahuddin 
Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/263688/india-doesnt-need-weapons-it-can-kill-us-with-water/ 
 
July 07 ï Water is necessary for survival, and not just agriculture, industry or the overall economy. This 
fact has been ignored by past Pakistani governments and is still being taken lightly. 
The construction of the Kishanganga and Ratledams by India did not start yesterday. Kishanganga 
Hydroelectric project started in 2007. In 2011, Pakistan protested at Hagueôs Permanent Court of 
Arbitration (CoA) due to which the construction of the dam was halted temporarily before India got the 
permission to divert water from River Neelam. 

https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/abu-dhabi-approves-merger-of-universities-and-billions-in-projects-1.192240
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/abu-dhabi-approves-merger-of-universities-and-billions-in-projects-1.192240
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/abu-dhabi-approves-merger-of-universities-and-billions-in-projects-1.192240
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Similarly, in 2013, India started its Ratle hydroelectric project to divert the stream of River Chenab to four 
different power stations with the help of 400m long underground tunnels. Pakistan did protest against 
these dams,but sadly enough it was never adequately prepared and hence lost the cases. In 2018, 
Pakistan rushed to World Bank when Kishanganga was inaugurated. 
Today when our politicians should be talking about issues like dams, power plants, future water and food 
security, all parties are instead, without exception, busy with cheap tricks 
There is no doubt that both these dams and many other smaller ones are a straight violation of Indus 
Water Treaty (IWT). If one reads the whole document of IWT in detail, it is evident that India has no right 
to restrict or interfere with the flow of the three western rivers, the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab. 
In 2013, when Pakistan lost its case and references were made to the annexures of IWT for allowance of 
these dams, those provisions when looked at clearly state that India is allowed to use water for agricultural 
use with specified quantity per crop with dates of months mentioned precisely for Chenab and area of 
irrigation for Indus. As far as hydroelectric power plants were considered, India was allowed only to 
construct such a plant on any western river to a total 250 cusecs, and that too with the clear condition that 
the water will be returned to the respective river and the flow of the river will not be violated. 
This, however, is not the issue. The problem is the slow and weak reaction of concerned officials from 
within Pakistan. India being a rival nation was expected to do exactly what it did. We cannot blame it for 

 
its damaging attitude towards Pakistan. Why would India not try to destroy Pakistan with drought and 
water scarcity when it can? Wonôt this be the easiest way of tackling an enemy without having to fight a 
direct war? India and its people are working together for their long-term development. If they have strong 
lobbying at the international level, if they are always prepared when they reach such meetings, if they are 
diplomatically much stronger than Pakistan, then we should not try and stop them from being this strong 
a patriot to their country? It is their national pride that wins. It is high time Pakistani people realised their 
role in self-survival and national spirit. 
We have failed as a nation on multiple fronts. Today, when our politicians should be talking about the 
issues like dams, power plants, future water and food security, all parties without exception are instead 
busy in cheap tricks, even if they have to sacrifice water survival projects like the Kalabagh Dam. 
In India, during summer semesters, professors from top global universities like Harvard, Yale, and 
Stanford etc. are recruited so that an average Indian also gets the chance to get international standard 
education and exposure. Whereas the HEC in Pakistan gives individual scholarships to Pakistani citizens 
for self-growth and learning, many of whom eventually stay abroad, seeking their personal growth over 
national benefit. 
We need to open our eyes to the issue of water scarcity. If we donôt, India is right on target, 
and her dams have the potential to act as weapons of mass destruction 
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In India, documents like IWT and WTO are taught as a part of syllabus so that a common Indian is aware 
of their national interests. We, on the other hand, are sleeping; and I can bet not many educated 
Pakistanis would have had a chance of reading both these documents even once. 
There may be many such comparative examples between the two countries. The purpose for writing this 
article is not to praise Indian policies but to create awareness of the fact that we are facing an enemy, 
which is not only clever but well-connected and well-researched. 
If we are not going to open our eyes to the issue of water scarcity, India is right on target, and her dams 
have the potential to act as weapons of mass destruction against our beloved country. 
 
Dr Taseer Salahuddin has a PhD in Economics from NCBAE, Lahore. 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: I was talking to a Pakistani worker the other day and he told me exactly 

the same things. During previous years tens of people died due to severe floodings. Now with the 
Indian dams, the problem is not the excess water but the lack of water leading to drought! And there 
is always the threat of open the dams and flood the land in Pakistan. 

Source:https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/SP0518%20Vehicle%20Ramming%20Terrorism.pdf  

Vehicle Ramming Lethality Over Time, 1973-2017 

https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/SP0518%20Vehicle%20Ramming%20Terrorism.pdf


P a g e  | 16  

C
2

BRNE DIARY ð July 2018  

 

www .cbrne -terrorism -newsletter.com  

40 Genes Associated with Aggression Identified 
Source: https://neurosciencenews.com/aggression-genetics-9533/ 
 
July 09 ï The origins of the violent behaviour are multifactorial and respond to 
the interaction of several factors ïbiological, cultural, social, etc. ï which can modify 
the expression of the human behaviour. Now, an international study published in the 
journal Molecular Psychiatry has identified forty genes related to aggressive 
behaviour in humans and mice. 
Participants in the study, which could contribute to shape future pharmacological targets, 
are the researchers Bru Cormand and No¯lia Fern¨ndez Castillo, from the Faculty of 
Biology and the Institute of Biomedicine of the University of Barcelona (IBUB), the Research 
Institute Sant Joan de D®u (IRSJD) and the Rare Diseases Networking Biomedical Research 
Centre (CIBERER). Both are experts in the field of genomic data analysis and genic 
interaction network. The new study, led by the expert Stephen V. Faraone, from the State 
University of New York (United States), provides a deeper and integrative view on the 
genetic basis of aggressiveness and the common functional ways that alter the brain circuit of violent 
behaviour in different species. 
 
On mice and humans: genes, evolution and 
aggressiveness 
According to the lecturer Bru Cormand, head of 
the Research Group on Neurogenetics at the 
Faculty of Biology of the UB, ñaggressive 
behaviour is a present feature over the 
biological evolution since it has some benefits 
for the survival of species (accessing resources, 
breeding, etc.). In these lines, our study focuses 
on the biological basis of aggressiveness, i.e. 
those endogenous factors that tend to show 
certain antisocial behavioursò. 
ñHowever -says Cormand- aggressiveness has 
a significant environmental element, which was 
not considered in this scientific study. Therefore, 
it would be interesting to combine genetic and 
environmental data from the same individuals to 
consider the interactions that can occur between 
the same risk factors that influence this kind of 
behaviourò. 
Humans and mice share a common genetic 
base regarding violent behaviour, authors note. 
In particular, they identified forty genes in 
humans and mice that can lead to a risk of 
aggressive behaviours ñand that take part in 
biological processes that are related to the 
development and function of the central nervous 
system, communication within cells and cellular 
function maintenanceò, adds researcher 
Fern¨ndez Castillo (IBUB-CIBERER-IRSJD). 
ñSome gens are likely to function as important 
nodes of the genic networks prone to a violent 
behaviour, and those would be probably related 

to other genes which play a minor roleò, adds the 
researcher. 
ñIf any of those central genes is altered, it could 
affect the other genes and lead to the 
aggressive phenotype. For instance, RBFOX1 
gene, identified in the new study and cited in a 
previous article by our team (European 
Neuropsychopharmacology, 2017), regulates 
the expression of fifteen out of the forty genes 
that we identified in the study. Another gene we 
marked -MAOA, which codes a metabolizing 
enzyme of the serotonin neurotransmission-, is 
related to drugs used to treat several psychiatric 
pathologies, sycg as selective inhibitors of 
serotonin reuptake or SSRIsò. 
 
Aggressiveness: from ADHD to major 
depression 
The study reveals a shared genetic base 
between the aggressiveness in children and 
adults and the Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), and the aggressiveness in 
adults and major depression. However, there is 
no genetic correlation with other psychiatric 
disorders -schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, 
autism or post-traumatic stress disorder-, so 
everything suggests these pathologies would 
not share risk genetic factors with 
aggressiveness. 
The experimental protocol of the 
new study combines several 
analysis evaluating the genetic 
basis of aggressiveness from 
different perspectives. Regarding 
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humans, they analysed several association 
studies -between patients and healthy 
volunteers- at a genomic scale (GWAS), to 
identify risk genetic variants that are common 
among the general population, as well as 
transcriptome data showing alterations in the 
genic expression related to certain aggressive 
phenotypes. In murine models, researchers 
studied genes expressed differentially in 
aggressive animals and non-aggressive 
animals from the same strain, and other genes 
that, once they are inactive -in transgenic mice-
, form an aggressive phenotype, sometimes 
related to a broader symptomatology. 
Working globally on the involved functional 
pathways in violent behaviours enabled 
researchers knowing more about the details of  
the molecular mechanisms that work behind 
aggressiveness. ñThe most relevant verification 
of the study is that many genes are related to 
aggressiveness according to the results of very 
different experimental methodologies, which 
strengthens the idea of those participating in the 
behaviour profileò, highlight Cormand and 
Fern¨ndez Castillo, members of the 
international multidiscipline consortium 
Aggressotype for the study of biological and 
environmental causes of aggressiveness. 

The UB experts have published several articles 
shaping candidate genes -in humans, in murine 
models, zebra fish and in insects- as prone 
factors to alterations in behaviour. 
 
Violence: government, communities, and 
individuals can change the situation 
worldwide 
ñThe 20st century will be remembered as the 
century of violence. Many people live with it daily 
and regard it as something consubstantial to the 
human condition, but it is not so. We can avoid 
it. Governments, communities and individuals 
can change the situationò, said Nelson Mandela, 
politician and Nobel Peace Prize awardee in 
1993, in the world report on violence and health 
of the World Health Organization (WHO, 2002). 
In 2014, the WHO report on the world situation 
regarding prevention of violence quoted Nelson 
Mandelaôs words and called all countries to 
improve preventive measures against violent 
behaviours. In this world scenario, facing a 
problem that affects all the layers of society, 
scientific research will become more and more 
important in the knowledge of the basis of 
antisocial behaviours and the improvement of 
the prevention of episodes of violence and 
aggressiveness in the 21st century society. 

 

Smart bandage could monitor and medicate chronic wounds 
Source: https://newatlas.com/smart-bandage-chronic-wounds/55350/ 
 
July 06 ï Chronic skin wounds may be notoriously difficult to treat, but at the same time they shouldn't be 

over-treated, subjecting patients to more 
antibiotics than is necessary. That's why 
scientists have developed a "smart" 
bandage that only dispenses medication 
as needed. 
 
The prototype smart bandage, with its 

microprocessor visible at left(Credit: 

NanoLab ï Sameer Sonkusale, Tufts 

University) 

 
Developed by a research team at 
Massachusetts' Tufts University, the 
prototype bandage is just 3 mm thick, and 
consists of transparent 
medical tape, a heat-
activated antibiotic gel, and 

flexible electronic components.  

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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One of those components is a sensor that measures the pH value of the wound ï if the figure is 
significantly above 6.5, it indicates that the wound is infected. The bandage also contains a temperature 
sensor, which detects the heat associated with inflammation. Additionally, the scientists have developed 
sensors that could be added to measure oxygenation, which is a sign of healing. 
An integrated microprocessor analyzes the readings from the sensors, to gauge how the wound is doing. 
If infection and/or inflammation are detected, the processor responds by temporarily activating heating 
elements that are built into the bandage. This raises the temperature of the gel, causing it to release more 
antibiotics into the wound. 
Most of the components are relatively inexpensive, and would simply be discarded when the bandage 
was removed. One exception is the microprocessor, which could be disinfected and reused. 
Pre-clinical trials of the technology are now underway. 
"The smart bandage we created, with pH and temperature sensors and antibiotic drug delivery, is really 
a prototype for a wide range of possibilities," said Prof. Sameer Sonkusale, corresponding co-author of a 
paper on the study. "One can imagine embedding other sensing components, drugs, and growth factors 
that treat different conditions in response to different healing markers." 
The paper was published this Friday in the journal Small.  
Another team is working on a different smart bandage that delivers antibiotics to chronic wounds on a 
preset schedule, and that could conceivably dispense medication in response to readings from onboard 
sensors. 
 

UK 2018 
O tempora o mores! 
 

 

 

A new intelligence ecosystem to fight terrorism and organised 

crime 
Source: https://www.journalism.co.uk/press-releases/a-new-intelligence-ecosystem-to-fight-terrorism-
and-organised-crime/s66/a724480/ 
 
July 10 ï While organised crime and terrorist (OCT) groups are often at the forefront of 
technological innovation for planning, executing, and concealing their criminal activities, law 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/smll.201703509
https://newatlas.com/smart-bandage/51644/
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enforcement agencies (LEAs) lag behind when tackling criminal activities. Within this ñcat and mouseò 
scenario, the use of new information and communication technologies by OCT groups, or criminals is a 
key challenge for policy-makers and LEAs due to the complexity of the phenomenon, the quantity of 
factors and actors involved, and the great set of criminal technological activities used to finance and 
support criminal and terrorist actions. ñTechnological development is the great game changer of our 
present and future. Anticipation is the way forward for LEAs to change the situation from lagging behind 
innovation in criminal behaviour to being ahead of the curve,ò says Raquel Pastor, senior consultant at 
Ingenier²a de Sistemas para la Defensa de Espa¶a (ISDEFE) and co-ordinator of the COPKIT project. 
On 20-21 June 2018, researchers from 16 different organisations (from law enforcement, academia, 
industry, legal, ethics and privacy committees) in 13 European countries met in Madrid to launch the EU-
funded COPKIT project which aims to create an intelligence and knowledge ecosystem for LEAs, in order 
to support prevention, investigation and mitigation in the context of the fight against OCT organisations. 
The two-day event was attended by 40 people who spent the first day of the meeting reviewing the 
objectives and structure of the project, including management, internal procedures, external advisory 
boards and LEAsô involvement. The first day was also dedicated to ethics, privacy and data protection, 
as well as to the plans for dissemination, exploitation and communication of COPKIT results. The partners 
addressed the specific tasks and approaches of each of the work packages on the second day of the 
event.  
The COPKIT project focuses on the problem of analysing, preventing, investigating and mitigating the use 
of new information and communication technologies by organised crime and terrorist groups. This 
question is a key challenge for policy-makers and LEAs due to the complexity of the phenomenon, the 
quantity of factors and actors involved, and the great set of criminal and terrorist technological activities 
in support of OC and terrorist actions. EUROPOL, the European Policy Agency, is the head of COPKITôs 
Advisory Board. In its Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment (SOCTA) report ("Crime in the 
Age of Technology") last year, EUROPOL said that "This is now, perhaps, the greatest challenge facing 
LEAs around the world." 
ñTo be able to act earlier, earlier and better knowledge and intelligence are required. Thatôs why we will 
develop a toolkit supporting the Early Warning (EW)/Early Action (EA) methodology and enabling LEAs 
to stay ahead of the curve of new developments in the use of technology by organised crime and terrorism 
groups,ò says Ms Pastor. EW explains how crimes are evolving, identifying "weak signals", warnings, new 
trends, and forms a basis for assisting decision-makers, at both strategic and operational levels, in order 
to develop EA (preparedness, mitigation, prevention and other security policies). With the involvement of 
technical, academic (criminology) and LEA partners from various EU countries, the COPKIT project will 
adopt the EW/EA methodology and the required technical support to make the approach implementable 
by LEAs. 
 
About COPKIT 
The COPKIT project ï Technology, training and knowledge for Early-Warning/Early-Action led policing in 
fighting Organised Crime and Terrorism ï has received grant agreement No 786687 under the European 
Unionôs H2020 research and innovation programme. COPKIT will focus on several aspects: (1) 
developing and applying an EW/EA system and applying it to use-cases, (2) developing a toolkit for 
knowledge production and exploitation, tested by LEAs in their premises, (3) ensuring respect of EU legal 
and ethical principles, (4) developing innovative curricula for all aspects of the EW/EA methodology and 
eco-system to facilitate the uptake by LEAs. 
 
Meet the team  
COPKIT is co-ordinated by Raquel Pastor, Ingenier²a de Sistemas para la Defensa de Espa¶a (ISDEFE), 
Spain. Its partners include Thales Nederland BV (Netherlands), IBM Ireland Limited (Ireland), 
Trilateral Research LTD (United Kingdom), Legind Technologies AS (Denmark), Universidad 
De Granada (Spain), Kentro Meleton Asfaleias - KEMEA (Greece), Law and Internet 
Foundation (Bulgaria), AIT Austrian Institute of Technology GMBH, (Austria), Ministerio Del 
Interior (Spain), Hochschule Fur Den Offentlichen Dienst In Bayern (Germany), Inspectoratul 
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General al Politiei Romane (Romania), Glavna Direktsia Borba S Organiziranata Prestupnost, (Bulgaria), 
Iekslietu Ministrijas Valsts Policija Sta Te Police Of The Ministry Of Interior (Latvia), Ministere De 
L'interieur (France), Police Federale Belge (Belgium). 
 
uu More information on the COPKIT website: www.copkit.eu 

 

Danish Official Rings Alarm as Half of Young Men Unfit for Military 

Service 
Source: https://sputniknews.com/military/201807171066419859-denmark-military-unfit-men/ 

 
July 17 ï In 2017, 48 percent of young Danes were considered unable to serve, which is 
not only a record high, but a rise of 20 percent within a matter of two decades. This triggered 
the concern of the head of a soldiers' union about the general health of young men in the Scandinavian 
country. 
Despite interest in joining the Danish Armed Forces remaining high, many of the conscripts are physically 
unsuited for military service. Last year, only 46 percent of young Danes were found to be suited 
for military service, the lowest proportion ever, the daily newspaper Berlingske reported. 
The fact that almost one in two young Danish men is now found to be unsuited for military service was a 
cause for concern with regard to the general health of young people, according to Flemming Vinther, who 
chairs the Society for Army Privates and Corporals. 
"This tells me first and foremost that we as a society should be worried about the health situation 
among our young people," Vinther told TV2. "I don't actually think that basic entry requirements for the 
military are either unfair or extremely high," he added. 
In 2017, as many as 48 percent were considered unable to serve, while only 46 percent of young Danes 
were found suited for military service, the lowest proportion ever according to Berlingske. This marks is 
an increase of 20 percent since 1995, when fewer than 30 percent were deemed unsuitable. 
Of those found incapable of military service, 22 percent of the cases reflected psychological 
health issue diagnoses, such as ADHD, anxiety or depression, Berlingske reported, citing figures 
from the Danish Ministry of Defense Personnel Agency. The agency also noted that "more 
diagnoses" are made today than in the past. 
While expressing hope that the military will be okay, Vinther stressed that the high numbers 
were concerning as an indicator of age groups in which many people don't make the cut 
to be accepted as soldiers. 

about:blank
https://www.b.dk/nationalt/aldrig-foer-er-saa-mange-maend-erklaeret-uegnet-til-vaernepligt-en-saerlig-gruppe
http://nyheder.tv2.dk/samfund/2018-07-12-rekordmange-unge-danske-maend-er-for-syge-til-vaernepligt
https://sputniknews.com/europe/20171011/1058132807.html
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"That should switch on warning lights for people who work with young people's health in general," Vinther 
said. 
Denmark, a Scandinavian country of 5.7 million, runs a conscription-based armed forces that 
numbers 15,500 active soldiers. After tuning 18, all young men are summoned for assessment of their 
suitability for military service. Those deemed suitable or partially suitable then proceed to draw lots 
to determine who will actually get to serve. Each year, about 40,000 young Danes reach military age. 
Women are not legally obliged to serve but can opt in to military service under the same terms as men. 
 

EDITORõS COMMENT: Denmark supposed to be a country enjoying excellent living conditions, 

high incomes, excellent social security, and education. But it seems that 22% have a different opinion! 
Even in Greece where living conditions are difficult to tragic, drop-outs are by far lower. It seems, if you 
have everything, your mind explores other pathways, not always compatible with real life demands. 

 

An immigrant workforce leads to innovation: Study 
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20180717-an-immigrant-workforce-leads-to-
innovation-study 
 
July 17 ï New federal restrictions on the temporary H-1B visa, which allows high-skilled foreign workers 
to be employed by U.S. companies, have increased debate on the economic impacts of the program, but 
little is known about its effect on product innovationðuntil now. New research from the University of 
California San Diego School of Global Policy and Strategy shows that hiring high-skilled workers from 
abroad may have a meaningful impact on the birth of new products and phasing out of older ones, 
with implications on both þrm proþts and consumer welfare. 
UCSD says that in a National Bureau of Economic Research working paper by Gaurav Khanna and 
Munseob Lee, both assistant professors of economics at the School of Global Policy and Strategy, the 
authors outline how these findings were uncovered through the use of a novel data set that combined 
data on H-1B workers and ýrm production. 
ñWe found companies with higher rates of H-1B workers increased product reallocationðthe ability for 
companies to create new products and replace outdated ones, which in turn, grows revenue,ò said 
Khanna. ñThis discourse could have far reaching implications for U.S. policy, the proýtability of ýrms, the 
welfare of workers, and the potential for innovation in the economy as a whole.ò 
The authors merged publicly available H-1B data on Labor Condition Applications (LCAs), which 
companies have to file every time they want to hire an H-1B employee, with ýrm-level data from the 
Nielsen Retail Scanner, which provides information on products. Once combined, this new dataset at the 
ýrm-by-year level between 2006 and 2015, allowed for comprehensive examination of the impact of hiring 
foreign workers on ýrm production. 
The authors also point to previous studies revealing a link between immigration flows and increased 
patenting. Together, these findings have striking implications for the overall consequences of H-1B 
migration on the U.S. economy. 
ñThereôs been a lot of work by economists on the impacts of the H-1B program mostly focused on the 
wages and employment of native born workers, but little is known about how immigration affects 
production at the firm level,ò Lee said. ñWe find that hiring more immigrant workers is associated with 
firms introducing new products on the market.ò 
For instance, hiring more engineers and programmers from abroad, at perhaps a lower cost, allows ýrms 
to implement incremental innovations that may lead to newer products on the market, enhancing 
profitability and consumer welfare. 
The authors noted while previous studies of high-skill immigration impacts on innovation have focused 
solely on patent production, which can be a good measure of newer production processes, 
the advantage of this study that looks at product reallocation is that it captures incremental 
innovations that are not usually patented. Product reallocationðthe entry and exit of 
productsðhas long been seen as an important determinant of ýrm-level innovation. 

https://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/pressrelease/an_immigrant_workforce_leads_to_innovation_according_to_new_uc_san_diego_research
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ñWe demonstrate that changes in a ýrmôs production portfolio is connected to both high-skilled immigration 
and profitability,ò the authors wrote. ñIn addition, changes in consumer goods products aǟect the welfare 
of U.S. consumers.ò 
 
ð Read more in Gaurav Khanna and Munseob Lee, ñHigh-Skill Immigration, Innovation, and 

Creative Destruction,ò NBER Working Paper No. 24824 (July 2018). 

 

EDITORõS COMMENT:  Yeah! Sure! US limited the visas for skilled immigrants but they allow 

Cubans (especially women) who came to the US via lottery draws to work and misled future high skilled 
immigrants for profit (personal experience). You do not need a study to prove how usefull this new 
scientific blood would be for the country, any country and any continent (but Europe). Just common 
logic! 

 

K9s For Warriors trains shelter dogs to heal PTSD Veterans, gives 

new life 
By Jeanne McKinney 
Source: https://www.commdiginews.com/politics-2/k9s-for-warriors-trains-shelter-dogs-to-heal-ptsd-
veterans-gives-new-life-104587/ 
 
July 21 ð The moment an improvised explosive device exploded on a busy road near Baghdad, Iraq, 

2005, SSgt Randy Dexter, one of many Veterans with 
PTSD, had his life abruptly re-programmed. Dexter, at 
19, joined the Army to be a combat medic. He studied 
military medicine at Brooke Army Medical Center, where 
he acquired advanced skills to treat people with any 
combat-related trauma. This U.S. Soldier, trained to save 
lives, received his own rescue by K9s For Warriors. 
On April 05, 2005, a few months after landing in Iraq, 
Dexter was with a squad of ten in three Humvees which 
rolled out from Camp Liberty. When the IED exploded, 
the only member of the squad injured was the lead 
gunner, who fractured his forearm on the turret. 

 
IRAQ, 2005. As Coalition Forces respond to a car 

bombing in South Baghdad, Iraq (IRQ), a second 

car bomb is detonated, targeting those responding 

to the initial incident. The attack, aimed at the Iraqi 

police force, resulted in 18 casualties, two of 

which were police officers, during Operation 

IRAQI FREEDOM. SPC Ronald Shaw Jr., U.S. 

Army ï DOD Defense Visual Information Center. 

This image is a work of a U.S. Army soldier or 

employee, taken or made as part of that personôs 

official duties. As a work of the U.S. federal 

government, the image is in the public domain. 

 
Due to the blast that reached across a six-lane road, a small sedan on the opposite side went through 
Dexterôs convoy and slammed into a tree. Dexter provided aid to the car occupants, who 
were frantic, speaking Arabic. The right side passengers suffered injuries, with lacerations, 
and some burns. The left side driver lay slumped over in the front passengerôs lap. 
 

http://www.nber.org/papers/w24824
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ñHe had a hole in the side of his head that was about the size of my fist, if not a softball,ò said Dexter. 

 
The man took one deep, deep breath every 5-10 seconds while Dexter tried to open his airway and get 
him breathing better. But the daunting hole in his head froze Dexter momentarily, but then snapped out 
of it.  An Iraqi National Guard ambulance extracted their wounded. Dexter learned the man with the gaping 
injury passed away later that day. 
 

Dexter ruminated, ñDid I do the right thing? The guilt knowing he died really played on me.ò 

 
Combat PTSD is a silent hell of suffering for many Veterans 
That night Dexter started having nightmares. The next day they were back on the road, in a game of 
deadly war roulette. Troops braced for the ópucker factorô ï ñIs today óthe day?ôò and that is life out there. 
John Musgrave, USMC Ret., a Vietnam Veteran, shares his war-induced fears in NPRôs episodic series: 
The Vietnam War by Ken Burns. 
Musgrave made a chilling admission while describing his experience at a listening post at Con Thien, 
South Vietnam, 1967 (near the DMZ). He said it ówas like getting a death sentence at a trialô. Three 
Marines out there with a radio, so close to the enemy at times ï he could hear them whispering to one 
another. 
 

ñWhen my kids were growing up and thatôs the first time they found out daddy had been in a war they 
said, ñWhy do we need to outgrow our nightlights, when daddyôs still got one?ò 

 
A former military contractor with PTSD finds a way to help Veterans 
Brett Simon, president, and co-founder of K9s For Warriors, understands the fallout of combat. Simon 
was one of a group of 15 handlers and dogs fulfilling a contract Vohne Liche Kennels had with the Army 
to test the first dual-purpose trained [explosives and tracking] military working dogs in the theater of war. 
Consequently, they went to Mosul, Iraq in 2005. 
Simon and his group integrated with several units, including 2nd Infantry Division. During the first year 
Iraqi citizens had a voice in their government, Simon and his canine searched election polls in Mosul prior 
to the elections to make sure the Iraqis could come in and vote safely. 
All handlers and dogs returned safely home, but Simon brought back PTSD. His mother had read about 
how dogs were helping people with PTSD. Simonôs background was law enforcement where he trained 
dogs for 10 years. Simon and his mother came up with the idea of service dogs for Veterans. 

They didnôt have a large budget to start a purpose-bred 
dog program but similarly believed that shelter or 
rescue dogs could do this job. A local veteran in 
Jacksonville, FL, and a big black dog named Sarge, 
found on Craigslist, were the first to go into the program 
in 2010. 
 

ñWe never looked back,ò said Simon. ñOur mission is 
just to help dogs and Veterans.ò 

 
June 2014. K9s For Warriors owner, Brett Simon with 

first service dog Reagan. Photo K9s For Warriors, 

released 

 
A shelter dog must meet K9sô parameters 
and graduate their structured program. 

The age must be two years or younger ï for the longevity of the handler. Weight must be 50 
to 55 pounds and height must be 22-24 inches tall in order to teach a mobility command 
called óbraceô for warriors of all sizes. 
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Shelter, rescue, or owner-surrendered canines undergo an initial temperament assessment. If they pass 
the tests for anxiety/fearfulness, food motivation (for training purposes), they go back to K9s For Warriors 
Ponte Vedra, FL, campus for a complete medical workup and wellness check. 
Once assigned to a trainer, dogs go through a 4-6 month program of more temperament assessment plus 
obedience and task training. Also, the pressure is placed on the dog to handle public access, busy places, 
noise, and vehicles ï ensuring the dog is sound. The dogs learn mobility commands to brace, block, and 
cover. 
When a dog graduates ï K9s matches attributes of both dog and warrior. The final paring happens the 
day a warrior arrives. ñWe have a year and a half wait list,ò said Simon. 
 
Stitches, chest tubes, morphine ð the pledge to serve a nation tests the best 
Certainly, troops experience shock and awe, whether in intimate brawls, surprise attacks, or any lethal 
encounter. Combat medics run through bullets, deafening explosions, choking smoke and blinding fire, to 
get to the injured. A medicôs training is second nature ï yet war causes extraordinary injuries. 
 

ñI had to be prepared to make sure I could keep them alive long enough to get them either on a Blackhawk 
(MEDEVAC), a Humvee ambulance or whatever was to come. That was my jobéwhich is pretty stressful, 
if you can imagine,ò said Dexter. 

 
Noteworthy is the eagerness, patriotism, selflessness, and a will to fight cruelty and evil that sends our 
men and women to battle. Expertly trained, they topple and deter oppressive regimes, quell chaos, keep 
world economies free-flowing, and assist with humanitarian crises. 
They are very good at it ï saving us from the dirty work. A medic can stop the bleeding, assist the 
breathing, and dull excruciating pain, yet in contrast, a fix for trauma in combat is elusive. Haunting, 
gripping, instant recall can be life-long. 
 
The brain records war atrocities 
Bodies torn apart, people displaced, livelihoods destroyed, along with battle sounds and smells are 
absurdly foreign, morally disturbing, and physically challenging. 
A Viet Cong shot Musgrave in the chest with a machine gun, causing a permanent disability. The enemy 
shot two other Marines trying to get to him. The average age of a Vietnam Soldier was 22, dropped into 
an unfamiliar jungle environment, hit by waves of skilled and determined executioners who tunneled, 
tracked, hid and struck with fury. Consequently, this kind of survival grinds into brain networks and is hard 
to forget. 
ñMy hatred for them [Viet Cong] was pure. Pure. I hated them so much. And I was so scared of theméand 
the scareder I got, the more I hated them,ò said Musgrave. 
Out of 2.7 million that served, over 58,000 American troops died and another 304,000 wounded. How 
many of them received treatment for PTSD is unknown.  For their tremendous sacrifices, these weary 
warriors faced an indifferent and hostile America. 
 
Like Vietnam, insurgents fight for oppressive control over real estate in the Middle East 
Dexter deployed again to Iraq in 2007-2008, when sectarian violence fueled a growing insurgency. 
President Bush increased the number of American troops in Baghdad and Al Anbar Province to assist 
local forces. Dexter served as a medic and personal security for General Rick Lynch, Commander, 3rd 
Infantry Division. 
To avoid the stigma, Dexter bore his PTSD in silence. 
 

ñI wanted to be a soldier, and I felt like if I said anything, I wouldnôt be able to do my job.ò 

 
Things worsened after his second deployment. Dexter self-medicated with alcohol. He met 
his second wife Becky in 2008, who didnôt know the details of Dexterôs combat experiences. 
Dexter didnôt talk to anyone about it except soldier buddies who were there. 
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Becky inspired Dexter to ask the Army for help. 
ñI had to go into detox, but lost my position. Had to work night shift hours where I couldnôt touch patients,ò 
said Dexter. 
Four years later the Army said, óOkay you canôt do this anymoreô. This Soldier served over ten years as a 
combat medic, including 27 months deployed. 
 
As Captain was learning mobility commands, Dexter was shoring up for civilian life 
Dexter spent the last year of military service at Balboa Naval Hospital, San Diego, to get healthy and 
transition out of the Army. A non-drug multi-pronged approach of varied therapies and recreational 

activities helped more than pills that made 
Dexter feel ólike a zombieô. 
For one therapy he paired up with a beautiful 
Golden Retriever named Ricochet, a service 
dog. 
Ricochet helped Dexter transition from not 
talking about his PTSD, to someone who 
ówould not shut upô. Having loved dogs all his 
life, he and his wife realized this was 
something that was going to work. Ricochetôs 
handler, Judy, introduced Dexter to K9s For 
Warriors. 
 
Service dog Captain. Photo courtesy Randy 

Dexter 

 
In August 2014, Dexter woke up on K9s 
campus ófreaking out with anticipationô. He 
was led to the kennels and introduced to his 
new service dog, Captain. 

 

ñI will never forget that day, I love that day. Before that Iôd spent the nine years living in hell,ò said an 
emotionally-charged Dexter. ñSince that moment weôve been inseparable, spending every second of 
every day together.ò History had changed. òDogs want you to smile and be happy.ò 

 
Dexter and Captain traveled the country as advocates for 
PTSD service dogs. 
They also completed a college degree in Communications 
Studies at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and won 
student Veteran honors and accolades. 
 
K9s keeps track of Veterans and service dogs 
 
Randy Dexter and service dog Captain lecture at an event. 

Photo courtesy Randy Dexter 

 
Dexter got a call from K9s, who follows up on their 445 
graduates (to date). It was an offer to head up K9sô new 
training facility in Alachua, FL. Dexter excitedly accepted and 
hence joined K9s ópeer to peerô mentoring. He and Captain 
now ópaw it forwardô to other Vets in need. 
ñThe great thing about K9s For Warriors is itôs free for 
Veterans,ò says Dexter. 
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The only expenses are travel to the K9s For Warriors campus and home. Each service dog costs K9s 
$27,500 due to expenses for rescue, housing, food, healthcare, training to graduation, equipment for the 
warrior, and a 21-day period of bringing the Veteran through the program with their dog. 
 

K9s For Warriors relies on the giving spirit of donors, volunteers, and corporate sponsors. 

Visit the K9s for Warrior website to help support their work. 

 
Stryker Orthopaedics is crazy about what K9s For Warriors is doing for Americaõs Veterans 
Jack Benecke wanted to play football for the Army and participate in an Army-Navy football game. He 
attended West Point and because of his experience there he pursued a military commitment. While at 
school, Benecke saw the opportunities to work with diverse men and women, óget dirty, jump out of 
airplanes, slide down ropes, play with weapons, travel and be adventurousô. 
As a result, he did airborne, air assault and Ranger School, the Armyôs premier direct action raid force. 
He joined the infamous 101st Airborne division and worked in 2nd Brigade of the 101st as a field artillery 
officer, who controlled fire support assets for a light infantry maneuver company. 
In the Army, Benecke got an MBA, which led to his current role as a General Manager with Stryker 
Orthopaedics, Great Lakes Branch ï a world leader in medical technology. He oversees sales and 
marketing functions logistics, customer service, for distribution of total knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, 
trauma and extremity implants. 
Though never in combat, he understands the hardships of todayôs military, 
ñStrykerôs involvement and commitment to support all Veterans, government installations and VA facilities 
make me proud. Additionally, these efforts offer some peace of mind for many of the great leaders I 
worked with throughout my active-duty. Great leaders like General Robert Caslen, Col Greg Gadsden, 
and Col Pat Work. I am sure these Stryker priorities give some reassurance and confidence for their 
soldiers upon return from deployments,ò said Benecke. 
 

ñI feel like K9s For Warriors is an incredible opportunity to rescue Soldierséand frankly thereôs never 
been a support like this that Iôm aware of for our Vets when they go back to their homes,ò added Benecke.ò 

 
Benecke remembers the first K9s service dog Stryker sponsored for a female Air Force Veteran 
She had the heart-wrenching job of getting those killed in action on an airplane to fly back to the United 
States. The dog sensed her anxiety telling her story at Strykerôs military appreciation ceremony in front of 
a large audience ï that her cortisol levels were going up. ñThat canine got right up next to her and was 
beside her the entire ten-minute presentation,ò he said. 
Stryker integrates internal resources to support K9s for Warriors handing a leash to a serviceman or 
woman suffering from PTSD, traumatic brain injury or other military trauma as a result of military service 
post 9/11. 
 

ñItôs a palpable culture. Everybody is excited about it,ò said Tommy Gray, Stryker Associate 

Communications Manager and former U.S. Marine. 

 
ILLINOIS, July 2018. Stryker sponsors 19th service dog during 

SENIOR PLAYERS Championship at Highland Park. (Left to right) 

Jack Benecke, General Manager, Strykerôs Great Lakes Branch, 

Veteran Tyler and Bella, Milwaukee Sales manager and Army 

veteran Tim Sebald. Photo Tommy Gray for Stryker 

 
At a national sales meeting, Benecke relates Sales 
Representative Stephen Vincentôs challenge. Vincent, 
with Stryker for 20 years, stood up in front of 1600 sales 
reps with executive leaders, saying, ñThis K9s For 
Warriors program ï it resonates with me. I never served. 

http://www.k9sforwarriors.org/

