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Dondt turn Europe into a militar

By Paul Hockenos
Source: http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/26i&iitaftepesongviewonantiterrorism.html

Jan 241 Now that some of the shock of the would take their place in a clash between

Paris attacks has worn off, Europe hasturnec i vi | i zati ons. Enusr opeds r
its attention to securitypw could such a must not abet them.

vicious terrorist act happen in the heart of

the city in broad daylight? And how can EUwide intel agency

violence perpetrated in the name of Islam As Europeds | eaders are i/
by homegrown jihadists be preventedh the agenda is the review of their surveillance

France, Germany mechanisms, intelligegathering

and the rest of policies and t he
Europe? external border

This is not the controls. A
first time Eyseans have addressed these r evi ew of h olementddenydod v bee
guestions. Shortly after 9/11 and again inthevhy t hey havenét wor d i

aftermath of the London and Madrid bombingBut planning beyond the next attack also

in 2005 and 2006, new, tighter securityrequires thinking broadly about security with a
measures were put in place across theview toward domestic policies thampte

continent. Now the European Union isexclusion and radicalization, foster integration,
scrambling to formulatgolicy response to  create jobsnd invigorate a dialogue among

the threat posed by eatimated 2,500 and within Europeds rel i
European jihadists fighting for the Islamic Stat8ome Northern European countries already

in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and those whdave effective integration programs. For

have returned from the front. example, last year Denmark introduced a

It is imperative that European leaders keep aehabilitation program that offers jobs and other

level head to avadrbing civil liberties and accommodans to returning jihadist fighters
exacerbating the complex and explosivewho want to quit the movement.

dynamic at play. If fully enforced, existing antiA Europ&ide intelligence service run by the

terrorism laws are largely sufficient to addresE U woul d be a positive ste
the threat. Mo r e ov er jihadists are mansddtiondd actoré who gpetate e n  t
security al so medfds ftdioss te &l aridypetvweén EErope anol ¢hé

million Muslims whose communities haveMiddleEast and northern Africa. EU nations

already been targeted for the attacks in Paris. already share some intelligence on conflicts

As t he experience 0 &nd tdrrbrist thréhts $hroughilmtCGen, a boanch
terrorismo amply demohsthat eEsUdsanrf oemoginomdIf ai
overreaction only plays into the strategies ofacks authority. A real EU intelligence unit

jihadists and their sympathiZiérs. Paris would pool independent natiomgletencies
attackers sought to throw a wrench into the under one regime that would :
gears of our democracies, inflame relations enable EU states to gain a bigger™:, Y . . &
between Muslims and nbtuslims and picture, save money and,_;f.. vy :

attract future generations of radicals who institutionalize cooperation acros
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the union. Perhaps a Euvdde intelligence retention law (adopted in the aftermath of the

agency could have picked up on Hayat2006 Madrid attacks), which required telecom
Boumeddiene, the wife of one of tle Paric ompani es t o keep data a
gunmen, who fled after the attacks from Parisraffic and location for up to two years. The

to Syria via Madrid and Turkey. European Court of Justice ruled that the law

But a European secret service is unlikely toviolated privacy.

materialize, as it would require changing thél'he ruling opens the door to challenges of

EU treaty. And realistically, the larger EUnational datetention laws, for example in

member states are unlikely to forfeit the France, where such a law is on the books. In

national intelligence services willingly. Germany and Austthe laws have already

Moreover, an ineffective foreign intelligencebeen struck down. Merkel though has

service would create a surplus level ofunderscored her support for a new EU law as
bureaucracy that could even hinder efforts t@oon as possible. While it will be narrower than

monitor and halt jihadi traffic. the 2006 directive, critics say data retention on
Nevertheless, the Paris Killings illusteate  such a scale is inherently illegal and violates
importance of coordination and better EUnorms.

information sharing among the nationalAnd, of course, in France the data law did not
intelligence services inthe EU at all times. Thist op t hi s mont hés attacks
can happen bilaterally and within IntCen.new measures to monitor whole populations
Leaders such as German Chancellor Angelavo u | d be mor e effective.
Mer k el and Francebs rRaasums uadersconditierhtibnaare doesweepind

have been advocating better coordination onhat they would allow ttaéesto monitor the

fighting terrorism for years, should musterth@ r i vat e communi cations of
will to finally make this happen. O6Sullivan, the editor of

inanogd on Jan. 18. AThey ¢
Security versus privacy focus on targeted surveillance of those whom

European authorities are zeroing in on sociathey have reasonable grounds to suspect are

media sites and platforms. In France andplanimg to carry out attacks or encouraging
elsewhere, Intet providers are under ot hers to do so.0 He note
increased pressure to help combat extremisfailures that preceded the Paris shootings were
propaganda and stop the spread of hatred antkss the result of inadequate surveillance than

violence on the Web. One measure instituted ian outcome of a job poorly done by the law

France after the Paris attacks authorizeenforcement officials mongothe known

authorities to shut dovithout a court jihadists.

ordeinternetsites that preach jihad. EU

nations must tread carefully between effectiv®ifferent questions

counterterrorism and the potential violation o€onventional atdirorism measures will

privacy and restriction of free speech. Theaddr ess only the sympt oms
Uni t ed Serraismeeffdérts affertan relationship with its Muslim communities and
important lesson: These measures must bdslam. It must also be asked why radical Islam
accompanied by rigorous judicial and exerts such a strong pukamally excluded

parliamentary oversight. young Muslim men in Europ
Europe is, for example, in the process ofthe cycle of exclusion, radicalization and

turning a United Nations resolution on theviolence can be broken.

threat posed by terrorist acts into national lawThese are questions that politicians, scholars,

which would make traveling to conflict zones teeligious leaders and civil society will have to

fight alorggde extremists a criminal offense. In figure out together. Parhefdnus falls on

France now fconsul tiBgr dpeadsor iMuts| wenb sé @ mmmu noirt
receiving terrorist religiaus feaderg who laeerbeen &6 slow n t o
years of imprisonment and fines of up toinitiating a discourse in their flocks about

150,000 euros. radicalism, cultural values and

Data retention is another area where a difficutt ol er anc e . Al o{ . E‘g ro
balance must beuskk to avoid eroding liberty democrats, including its Muslims; e R a1
in the name of secur imusy unddrsoore Atlie ifault- 2 *Oph. 4.
hi ghest court over t urinneeds tjlmaétunﬂ@'_-"
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and Orient or Christianity and Islam but rathenip radicalization in the bud. More work in this
between democrats and terrorists. vein is required across Europ

In Germany the dialogue that began nearly aMost European nations already have far
decade ago bet ween trelaahing @r@mionisimrlayw® and méehanlsmsm
community and the government in the form ofhese need to be enforced and fully utilized.

the German Islam Conference must beThe Paris attacks show that we can never be
strengthened and intensified.initiative laid completely safe from terrorism. Turning our
stronger foundati ons sdcieties intornilifarizédnpgratievdillancec ount r y
imams, promoting gender equality and helpingt at es wonodét hel p.

Paul Hockenosis a journalist living in Berlin. He has covered the transformations of the EU
for over 25 years.

EDITOR 'S COMMENT: There is no doubt that questions addressed herein are very ¢
answered conclusively. Some observations though: Root s of terrorism are not m
analysig§ one cannot start from the tip of the iceberg without taking intvabtsdahdwy S¢
level. This might answer the quote "we can never be completely safe fittme teartgigrofe
secret service is impossible to megesiatie this would require changing the EU soeatiat”
Why can't we change that? Perhaps we ¢
share intel but we choose not to. Why? And of course the "huge" issue of "privacyn&\
privacy for the same reasons why cannot define Rerbaps.if by law we focus on "se
privacy" and protect "not legal affairs" people will feel better. But so far nobady hav
caught with a third person while been marriediuis ttain concern? Who n@#é¢so since
when Internet equals with freedom of speech and expression. The later of course is
what is going wrong with the ruling system and daily problems not preaching violen
Finally niiérization of cities is not something the military wants or desire. Almost all con
exactly what the mission of the military is. Military involvement points out the inade
forces to handle complex urban operations aqeakhiaek of training, wrong weaponry 4
fashion tactics against modern terrorists with superior weaponry and real combat exp¢
all there is the visible class of civilizations that is most apparent in Europe. New ruigs
should be established and followed instead of liberal rehabilitation centers that soon w
an expensiviead joke. If Europe wants to keep its peace then member statelefstmoul

words "European” and "Union". "11

Blasphemy, jihad

and victimhood

By OwerBennettlones(BBC News)

Source: http://www.bbc.com/newsheartihbe
30905543

The Charlie Hebdo murders marked a tippi
point.

By selecting a target that symbolised freedoma®
of speech, the Kouachi brothene killed 12 N
people in their 7 January attack on the satlrlcéll ‘,\1 AT S
magazine in Paris compelled many 4‘(*?&.’ 1)

Europeans to take a stand. ’ y
Media houses that had declined to publish
image®f the Prophet Muhammad have now : Pt
done so. AN
By exposing that much of the West's self been driven not e T ks :
censorship on issues such as blasphemy hasnly by reluctance to cause:
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offence but also by fear of physical attack, th©ne Karachi businessman dfohimself
brothers obliged editors and publighénd charged with blasphemy for putting the

their courage. business card of an unsuccessful job applicant
And the massive French marches showed thatamed Mohammed in the bin.

millions including many Muslimganted to When they were in power, the Afghan Taliban
express their support for Western values. prohibited not only visual images of the

But that can't hide the deepening divide inProphet but also foreign TV crews filming any
European societiefst listen to the number living thing.

of timesyou now hear the words "we" and The restriction they claimed was in line with
"they". Islamic teachings, although the Taliban hardly
While virtually all Muslims see violent Jihadisrhelped burnisheth religious credentials by

as a perversion of Islam, there is increasingnaking exceptions for Taliban ministers who
tendency in the Western media to suggest thavanted to make important statements.
violence might be integral at least to a strand of

Islamic thinking. Limiting free speech

Rightwing, medimonitoring blogs are  While Westerners tend to view such bans as
celebrating the shift, praising any programmesbscurantist and ridiculous, it was only 30
and articles that hint that Islam is regressive. years ago that some local coum¢he IUK

Of course, most people still accept that the vadtied to ban cinemas showing Monty Python's
majority of Muslims are just as horrified andeligious satire Life of Brian.

upset by militant Islamideni® as anyone In Ireland, long dominated by the Catholic
else. But Muslims are under increasingChurch, remnants of such attitudes remain in
pressure. the constitution, which bans "the publication or

utterance of blasphemous, saditiou
Extremist views indecent matter".

For years, they have routinely been asked byn 2009 the Irish parliament passed legislation
journalists to condemn violence. Now that spelt out the offence in more specific
guestions are also being asked aboutterms: "publishing or uttering matter that is
mainstream Muslim opinion on doctrinal issuegrossly abusing or insulting in relation to
such ablasphemy. matters held sacred by any religion thereby
Many Muslims find now themselves describeéhtetionally causing outrage among a
as extremists not because they supportsubstantial number of adherents of that
violence but because of their religious views. religion".

When a shopkeeper recently told a BBC radi®upporters of the clause hoped that the
programme that he loved the Prophet mordnclusion of words such as "intentionally" and

than his children, many of feow "substantial” would underpin freedom of
countrymen found that difficult, if not speech by setting out possible grounds on
impossible, to understand. whch to mount defences of allegedly

The blasphemy issue highlights the depth oblasphemous acts.

the divisions. And while blasphemy used to b8ut to their dismay, Pakistan picked up the
conceived as an offence against God, today it'wording and proposed to the UN Human Rights
often seen as an offence against thgsfeélin ~ Council that it be adopted internationally.
religious people. The attempt failed and, fearful of becoming
Today in Pakistan, the country with the mosimodel of how to limit free speech, Ireland is
blasphemy cases before its courts, the mostue to hold a referendum that would remove
commonly alleged blasphemous offence ighe blasphemy article from the constitution with

damage to copies of the Koran. a view to replacing it with legislation on hate
Those accused are sometimes hacked to deathpeech.
by enraged mobs. The extent to whi blasphemy and hate

Because #&tphemy is such an incendiary speech overlap is contested. Some argue that
issue, it is sometimes used to settle scores. blasphemy should be stripped of

A disproportionate number of cases areits religious associations and that.. Nl
brought against members of the Hindu,to insult anything held sacred by Ay
Christian and Ahmedi minorities. But manyanother is blasphemous.
Sunni Muslims also get accused.
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Muslim sensitivities economic surveys within Western countries.
But this somewhat abstruse, semantic Muslims are often at the bottom of rankings
argiment risks concealing the issues at stake measuring people's health, employability and
should religion be afforded special legislative agducational levels.

even constitutional protection? Criticsof political Islamism often respond to
And how can religious extremists be stoppedhese arguments by sayingnot very
from reacting to offence with violence? convincinglythat attempts to explain violent

Before the cartoonists were gunned down igihadism are akin to condoning it.

Paris, the only Westerners fully engaged irBut they also make more substantial -claims
these questions were ftareé freedom of that while Islamists exaggerate and even
speech advocates. wallow imheir sense of victimisation, they don't
Violent demonstrations in  Afghanistanget so angry about the persecution of and
protesting against US soldiers desecratingdiscrimination against minorities in Muslim
Korans were relegated to dahetin stories majority countries.

that left many viewdraffled as to why  After all, Christians in theafled Islamic
everyone was getting so worked up. State and Shias in Saudi Arabia are even more
That has changed. Blasphemy is the lead storgnarginalised thistuslims in Europe.

now with political chat show hosts asking:slamism's opponents also ask whether the
"What is it? How come people take the issueeligion should be granted unique protections
S0 seriously? just because some of its adherents feel weak
And shouldn't secular West European countrieand vulnerable. Might affording Islam special
worry abduracist or misogynist speech as protection from criticism and satire even be
much as blasphemy?" racist?

Such discussions almost always develop into afer all it seems to be predicated on the view
row about power. Political Islamists andthat the Muslim community is incapable of
Western liberals often argue that Muslimresponding to criticism and satire with calm,
sensitivities about public challenges to theirational debate.

faith and identity are méat by the fact that It all depends how you look at it. How, for
over time they have been colonised, invadedexample, do you interpret the fact that when
tortured and falsely imprisoned by Westernersthe Kouachi breth fled the Charlie Hebdo
The US and Israel, they argue, are the subjeatffices they yelled: "We have avenged the
of so much invective and even violenceProphet?" Some see that as a sign that Islam
because, for all their talk of human rights, theyeaches not peace but violence.

hypoctically use their own strength to oppressBut others reckon the brothers were in fact
Muslims, whether in Irag or Gaza. Furthermoraysing the blasphemy issue as a vehicle to
it is argued, Muslims are singled out for abuseexpress the frustrationanger and
Thus, while the Charlie Hebdo managemenpowerlessness that come with being the sons
sacked a cartoonist forS@tnitism, it did not of Algerian migrants, alienated and unable to
hesitate to publish -dafdimic cartoons. get a fair chance in the society they were born
These arguments about the unequal into.

distribution of power are bolstered by socio

Bid to install 'gunfire detectors' in public buildings
Source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/tiertioeiskil 1355650/B@instatgunfire
detectorsrpubligouildings.html

Train stations, shopping centres and hospitals could be fitted with new technology which
identifies the sound of gunfire to spegdpolice response times in the event of a B

attack.

Paoliticians on the Greater London Authority are pressing for a £3 million pilot scheme which would see
the gunshot detectors secretly installed in public buildings. e

They could also be iniced in museums or other crowded buildings which could pe A e &
targeted by terrorists with automatic weapons. R ;
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The fire alarmized devices are already common in the United States, where schools have been
installing the equipment in a bid to deter Colunstyteeshooting sprees.
Roger Evans, the Conservativeds crime spokesm

during a live shooting
o situation is the time is takes
to call the police.
nPeople first have
H life or death decisions to
ow
it k protect themselves, before
WOrKS being in a position to use
When a their ~ phone,  delaying
shot is response times.
fired, the AAn alarm system d
59*:("" s w1 gunfire would automatically
g;‘seegs‘gs Pt alert authorities to a live
that 9 Police dispatchers and patrol g Police incident.
triangutate ® officers in squad cars receive respond to il t woealthedeedt®e mo v
the origin GPS data pinpointing the the scene. make emergency calls in the
of the location andafGCOfding of the fn’st place, cuttlng response
noee. AN, times by several minutes and
SOURCE: ShotSpoteer Inc. MCT and DAN JACALONE/THE SAGINAW NEWS sav | n g | | ves | n t h e
He proposed installing the

detectors in 50 buildings as part of an initial pilot, with the identities of the trialsldegiton
confidential.

The equipment is estimated to cost between
£13,000 and £65,0@izpending on the building
size and layout.

It uses microphones and infra re
cameras to detect a gun being fired, g
then automatically alerts police.
Andrew Boff, the Conservative leader ¢
authority, saidi Thi s t ec hng
a few vital secondsS.
Mr Evans last week wrote to the Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London; Sir-Beweardhgogan
Metropolitan Police Commissioner; and Tteretdze Mlome Secretary, urging them to back the
scheme.

ADC: 'American Sniper' prompts threats to Arabs, Muslims
Sourcehttp://www.worldbulletin.net/world/153Z23¢aidessnipepromptshreatdo-arabamuslims

ArabAmericarcivil rights organization has The  Americékrab  AntiDiscrimination

asked "American Sniper" director Clint Committee (ADC) said in a letter to Eastwood
Eastwood and actor Bradley Cooper to and Cooper that its members had become
denounce hateful language directed at U.S. targets of "violent threats" since - :
Arabs and Muslims after the release of the early last week, days before ™, V- . %
Hollywood duo's film about a Navy “"American Sniper" went into}: *.- :
marksman. general release. s
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The civil rights organization notes thatln stark contrast, Hollywood sanitizes Kyle,
moviegoers taking to social media to expresfiumanizing him as a complex, likable and
their desire to murder Arabs and Muslims aftesinguished hero.
leaving the theater. Under the threatening circumstances, the
The film is nominated
for six  Academ
Awards, including be
picture, and is a bg
office hit.
The ADC said it w3
working  with  the
Federal Beau of
Investigation and poli
to assess the threats:
The letter said thit
\

A\

BXADLEY COOrECSE

AmericasArab Andiscrimination Committee
is encouraging Arab, Muslim, South Asian and
SikkRAmerican communities to be on alert and
report any hate crimes to the authorities. More
than 100 have been collected, all on social8
media.
"Nice to see a movie where the Arabs are
portrayed for who they reallvamenin scum
intent on destroying usd sae Twitter post
collected by the ADC.
AMERICAN SNIPER "It is our opinion that you could play a

: significant role in assisting us in alleviating the
danger we are facing," the letter, dated Jan. 21,
said. A copy was provided to Reuters on
Saturday.
Eastwood and Cooper, the film's producer an&yle was killed byisgduntled U.S. veteran at
star, could add credibility to the ADC'sa gun range near his Texas home in early
message of tolerance. 2013.
The film tells the story of Chris Kyle, a NavyADC President Samer Khalaf said on Saturday
SEAL who was a snipdrag. Kyle had 160  that it did not make sense to call for a boycott
kills in Irag, a count that is considered theof the film because of its success at the box
highest in U.S. military history. Many believeffice.
that the film sanitizes the depiction of Kyle, wh&People are going to see the mbwee
called Muslims "savages" in his memoir, andoycott it, it will only cause people to want to
that the film glorifies war. see it more," he said.
iSavage,ewiels.pi Thadtl &s Khdlahdaid public staaements from Eastwood

fighting in | raq, 0 KyahdeCoaperi asewell ias calming tersions,k .
il only wish [ had Wwould Isend a nmessage dhathe wr it es,
addi ng, il It was &ud. hadv h a t'Arabs daie d Angericans and. .. e

: ; N . g s Ve i
the time of wmy | i f e. oMuslimsare Americans. v e
Kyl e goes on to confess, il donot
with Korarisl 6 dt o ,i kbeut | dondt . o
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He said he hastnmeceived a response from Spokesmen for Eastwood and Cooper had no
Eastwood or Cooper. immediate response to requests for comment.

Add this to Greece's list of problems: It's an emerging hub for

terrorists
By Tim Lister anldannis Mantzikos
Source: http://edition.cnn.com/2015/01/25/europe/gyasarub/

Jan 26 The nevisreek government has plenty of challenges ahead of it: A towering debt, chronic
unemployment and relations with the rest of Europe. But it also has an urgent security problem.
Greece has become an unwattosgroads both for jihadists trying to reéacghand Syria from

Europe, and for fighters returning home from the Middle East.

Greece's long land and maritime boundaries, its proximity to Turkey, the explosion of illegal

migration from Syria and the country's dire financial situation make itiag btfor jihadist

groups,according to multiple counterterrorism sources.

One source close to the Greek intelligence services told CNN there may be some 200 people in the

country with links to jihadist groups such as the Islamic State in Ird§IS)aiSréaal Nusra

Front the two groups that most Europeans join.

Among recent cases with a Greek connection:

9 Belgian officials believe that Abdelhamid Abaaoud, a prominent Belgian jihadist within ISIS, may
have traveled from Syria to Greece and then communicated by phone with the terrorist cell recently
broken up by Belgian police.

9 Earlier this month, three y@elgians were arrested at Charleroi airport as they prepared to fly to
Greece. The Belgian Prosecutor's Office says they have been charged with participation in a terror
group.

1 On January 17, Greek police arrestggbar38d Algerian man whose énmagdas sought by
Belgium in connection with last week's raids. The man, who has not been named, has progsted his
innocence.

9 Last year, two French jihadists were arrested after using Greek soil to return home. One was
arrested after passing throughQtaéywas Ibrahim Boudina;y@@8ld French national born
in Algiers. Greek border guards had found in his possession a USB stick with instructions for how to
make homemade bombs. They did not detain him, but tipped off French investigators, who later
found bomimaking equipment and devices in his apartment near Cannes. Boudina has denied
terror charges and awaits trial.

What's unknown is how many jiht&lere traveling individualdin either directiod and how

many are using support networks.

‘Not a target, just a gateway'

"Greece is not a target, just a gateway into Europe and a stop on the fighters' retusaidome,"

the source close to Greek intelligence.

"The large immigrant communities is Greece, and particularly in Athens, are innatgositio

provide jihadists and others associated with such groups with housing and generally help them

remain anonymousttie source said.

In 2011, Greek authorities detained nearly 50,000 illegal migrants from Afghanistan and Pakistan,

according to policeirfes.

One analyst who has studied jihadist travel patterns says there are indications that militants are setting
up logistical, recruitment and financial cells in Greece, in part to facilitate the travel of a growing number
of wouldbe fighters travelingm Kosovo and Albania.

ISIS has produced several propaganda videos featuring Kosovars appealing to their countrymen to join
them, and the Kosovo authorities believe some 200 individuals have left to wage jihad in

Iraq and Syria. L T

But it's not just thdk&as that's providing the travelers. -3 il

www.cbrne -terrorism -newsletter.com
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"We estimate that about 2,000 people have used Greece in the last two years or so, mainly arriving by
boat from Italy, as a stop to an onward journey," the source close to the intelligence services told CNN.
"Given theumber of people who have left Europe for Syria and the Middle East we don't regard this
number as very high. But there is a good chance that it is much greater than we know at this point," he
added.

Inflow to Greece soars with Syria's implosion

Comingin the other direction, the number of migrants trying to reach Europe illegally has

soared since Syria's implosion, especially byMaay head to Greece and Italy dmuoksits

that trawl the Turkish coast seeking out the desperate.

John M. Nomikos,irdctor of the Research Institute for European and American Studies in
Athens, says many migrants have their documents taken by human traffickers and then seek
political asylum when they get to Gredt@mikos says a few of those who arrive in Greece
subsguently marry Greek women and receive Greek ID cards or passports, allowing them to travel
through much of the European Union.

Figures from the European Union's border agency, Frontex, show that 270,000 people tried to enter
Europe illegally in 26Miith huge increases in the numbers setting off across the central and eastern
Mediterranean. Whether ISIS or other groups are already exploiting this influx to infiltrate members into
Europe is one of the worrying unknowns to European officials.

The Greek tarior Ministry acknowledges it has little idea of the number of people living illegally

in GreeceNomikos and others say the Greek authorities' ability to treetkasylamd woibiel

jihadists has been haitdy six years of recessmtime imhich budgets have been cut and senior
members of the intelligence communities have lost their jobs or retired early.

Combined with political appointments in the security services, and a lack of terrorism
specialists, Nomikos says this has led to a dengdgxpertise deficit" at a time when threats

are multiplying.

It doesn't help that Greek police are preoccupied with the remnaleft Niotherfber 17 group

that occasionally launches sabotage attacks and carries out assassinations.

Help needeftom its Western allies

Nomikos also says there is inadequate coordination between the National Intelligence Service, the
police and other ageneiesd that Greece badly needs help from the U.S. or European government

to reform its security services.

"The country urgently needs a Department of Homeland Security in order to coor

intelligencesharing among the Greek intelligence service-EH¥XP$, ardierrorism squa

intelligence unit" as well as police, coastguard and military intelligemiko®says.

The Balkan states to the north of Greece have become a major source of weapons to jihadist cells
elsewhere in Europe, and some analysts believe that militant groups in the Middle East may also be
tapping into this illicit arms bazaar.

In Novmber, Albanian police arrested eight people in the town of Shijak and seized guns and
ammunition. Prosecutors were quoted in Albanian media as saying the weapons were destined for Syric
or Irag.

In the wake of the Paris attacks this month, Federioa, MegBeiropean Union's foreign policy

chief, promised better intelligence sharing across the EU and with affected Arab states to tackle
terrorism.

An EU summit on February 12 will address the issue, to be followed by a similar gathering in
Washingtonhte following weelVhatever the Syriza government's disagreements with its partners

on economic policy, it will likely welcome a more coordinated approach on a danger it is unable to
confront alone.

loannis Mantzikos is a researcher and consultant onasi in Africa and
terrorism issues based in AtheBdinda Labropouloucontributed to this report.

www.cbrne -terrorism -newsletter.com




CBRNE -Terrorism Newsletter FEBRUARY15

Mass Surveillance Will Not Stop Terrordlnet 6 s do t he n
By Ray Corrigan
Source:http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/new_scientist/2015/01/mass_surveillance_ag
ainst_terrorism_gathering_intelligence_on_all_is_statistically.html

———aY,

Some U.K. politicians are trying once again extremists long enough for them to carry out

to pass mass surveillae laws after the their murderous acts. You cannot fix any of this
Paris attacks. | t 6 s by treatings theuentileepdpuladign s suspects ,
says a computing researcher. and then engaging in suspicionless, blanket

In response to the terrorist attacks in Paris, theollection and processingisiopal data.

U.K. government is redoubling its efforts toMlass data collectors can dig deeply into

engage in mass surveillance. anyoneds digital pe r;EI na

Prime Minister David Cameron wants toresources to do so with everyone. Surveillan

reintroduce the-sca | | ed s nd op e ofghé entirk populaton, the vast majority of

properly, the Communications Datalah whom are innocent, leads to the diversion of

would compel telecom companies to keeplimited intelligearesources in pursuit of huge

records of all Internet, email, and cellphonenumbers of false leads. Terrorists are

activity. He also wants to ban encryptedcomparatively rare, so finding one is a needle

communications services. inachayst ack probl em. You (

Cameron seemsbiglieve terrorist attacks can easier by throwing more needleless hay on the

be prevented if only mass surveillance, by thatack.

U. K. 86 s -gathdrimglcéniergGeCH@ and It is statistically impossible for total

the U.S. National Security Agency, reaches thpopulation surveillance to be an effective

degree of perfection portrayed in his favoritéool for catching terrorists.

TV dramas, where computers magicallyf=Y/=Ialis/eIV g F=To [ (=1qe]7 = \(elg]lgle

ppnpoint t he bad g¢guy quUEEIIERESRERERNNJS M N0

this way in real life and neither does masgMe[e[i ¥-Tale INaleBET=TolV[ g1\ VAR (=Iol gl glo] (o]0} VAN olo}

surveillance. anywhere near thisevery time you ask

Brothers Said and Cherif Kouachi and AmecdiiS{e]@sIiE ol=Ie SN o IR a BN ON MR Vo101 (o BN T

Coulibaly, who murdered 17 people, wergso)e[e[oRislalolel=Tginol=Te]el[=H

known to the French security services and.aw enforcement and security services need to

considered a serious threagnde has be able to move with the times, using modern

bl anket el ectroni c s digital eechndlogies cirgelligentiyt andd thrdughd t av

what happened. targeted data preservétioot a mass

Palice, intelligence, and security systems aresurveillance regidn® engage in court

imperfect. They process vast amounts ofsypervised technological s

imperfect intelligence data and do not have theurveillance of individuals whom ™, Y . . &

resources to monitor all known suspects 24/7they have reasonable cause toj -, .*- - :

The French authorities lost track of thesesuspect. That is not; however, -tbe-'? X
BRI v

wor k
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same as building an infrastructure of massMass surveillance makes the job of the security
surveillance. services more difficult aedréist of us less
secure.

Ray Corriganis a senior lecturer in mathematics, computing, and technology at the Open
University, U.K.

Why Does the NSA Engage in Mass Surveillance of Americans

When |1 tds St at i s SuchcSplidgyo Detecp o0 s s i

Terrorists?

By Hoyd Rudmin

Source:  http://www.counterpunch.org/2006/08(xEWwagsaengagénmasssurveillaneef
americanghenrts-statisticaliynpossiblorsuchspyingo-detecterrorists/

The Bush administration and the Nationalthe lives of innocent citizens. If the probability
Security Agency (NSA) have been secrethis one (p=1.00), then they definitely are

monitoring the email messages and phonegerrorists, and NSA has saved the day. If the
calls of all Americans. They are doing this, thegrobability is fififty (p=0.50%hat is the same

say, for our own good. To find terrorists. Mangs guessing the flip of a coin. The conditional
peopl e have craddgpyingi z erdbabiity thal peopte @ tegotists given that
as unlawful invasion of privacy, as searchthe NSA surveillance system says they are,
without search warrant, as abuse of power, athat had better be very near to one (p_1.00)

mi suse of t he N S A 6and very fardramuzerc (p=0.00). a s
unConstitutional, as something the communistThe mathematics ebnditional probability
would do, something very unAmerican. was figured out by the Scottish logician

In addition, however, mass surveidibiace Thomas Bayes. | f y ou
entire population cannot find terrorists. It is eTheorem", you will get more than a million
probabilistic impossibility. It cannot work. hits. Bayesbo Theor em

What is the probability that people are terroristelementary statistics classes. Everyone at

12

given that NSAds masNSA <certainlge ki\ndoev‘\lmt_.i-B‘ayae

them as terrorists? If the probability is zercTheorem.
(p=0.00) hen they certainly are not terrorists,
and NSA was wasting resources and damaging
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To know if mass s ur v enbnitdrir ofeponewalld and email mkssageB.ay e s ¢
theorem requires three estimations: Then, by Bayesd Theorem, t
1) The baseate for terrorists, i.e. what person is a terrorist if targeted by NSA is still
proportion of the population are terrorists. only p=0.0228, whits near zero, far from

2) The accuracy rate, i.e., the probability thabne, and useless.

real terrorists will be iifiex by NSA; Suppose that NSAds systen

3) The misidentification rate, i.e., the probabilitseally good, really, really good, with an

that innocent citizens will be misidentified byaccuracy rate of .90, and a misidentification

NSA as terrorists. rate of .00001, which means that only 3,000

No matter how sophisticated and-cdsugssr innocent people are misidentgi¢er@rists.

are NSAGO6s met hods f o rWith tdesen quppdsifiang) thent the rproleabilitys t s ,
matter how big and fasthNa&@A 6 s c¢c o mptuli ®&tr s peopl e are terrori st
NSAbGs accuracy rat e swystém of rserveilance bdentifigsO e asn d

their misidentification rate will never be 0%terrorists is only p=0.2308, which is far from

That fact, plus the extremely lowdiastr one and well bel ow flipp
terrorists, means it is logically impossible fodomestic monitorifg o ever yoneés e mai
mass surveillance to be an effective way to finghone calls is useless for finding terrorists.

terrorists. NSA knows t his. Bayesbéb

I wi || not put B a y e lémentary sgmmon&krowledgea 3o, wiyaoesu | a
here. It is available in all elementary statisicNS A s py on Ameri cans K nc
books and is on the web should any readers bpossible to find terrorists that way? Mass
interested. But | will compute some conditionaurveillance of the entapupation is logically

probabilities that people are terrorists giversensible only if there is a higherrditase

t hat NMsEem o mass surveillance Higher basates arise from two lines of

identifies them to be terrorists. thought, neither of them very nice:
The US Census shows that there are aboutl) McCartiype national paranoia;
300 million people living in the USA. 2) Politica¢spionage.

Suppose that there are 1,000 terrorists there The whole NSA domestic spying program wifl

as well, which is probably a high estimate. seem to work well, will seem logical an

The baseate would Heterrorist per 300,000 possible, if you are paranoid. Instead of
people. In percentages, that is .00033% whicpresuming there are 1,000 terrorists in the

is way less than 1%. Suppose that NSAUSA, presume there are 1 million terrorists.
surveillance has an accuracy rate of .40, whichmericans have gone paranoid before, for
means that 40% of real terrorists in the USAexample, during the McCarthyism era of the

wi || be identified bho%0s. IM&gmidgsa milliom teirorists iniAmeyica o f
e v e r y oail eadds phomemcalls. This is puts the bagate at .00333, and now the
probably a high estimate, considering thatprobability that a person is a terrorist given that

terrorists are doing their best to avoidNSA6s system identifies tt
detection. There is no evidence thus far thahear certainty. Butyoifi you are paranoid. If
NSA has been so successful at findngNSAd&s surveill ance require

terrorists. And s up p andlien térBriatd, snd rifi insfactdtrene tarie brilyc at i o
rate is .GDL, which means that .01% of 100 or only 10, then a lot of innocent people

innocent people will be misidentified asare going to be misidentified and confidently
terrorists, at least until they are investigatedmislabeled as terrorists.

detained and interrogated. Note that .01% of he ratio oéal terrorists to innocent people in

the US population is 30,000 people. With thesthe prison camps of Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib,
suppositions, then the probability thé& peop and Kandahar shows that the US is paranoid

ar e terrorists g i v e nandtsma botheN® lBy dngstaken ydentifieations o f
surveillance identifies them as terrorists is onlgf innocent people. The ratio of real terrorists to
p=0.0132, which is near zero, very far from nnocent p e oflp lisss shows Bushos

one. Er go, NSAOs s uthat thel Budh administratiom iseot e m i s
useless for finding terrorists. bothered by mistaken _ .. L
Suppose that NSAGs s identfieationsi s of momacenta ¢ Cou nat
than .40, |l et 6s say, Anfeficans.whi ch me a'nfg\!--i._‘,t.,

of terrorists in the USA will be found by mass R W
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Also, mass surveillance of the entire populatioimpeachment given that NSA surveillance

is logically pl ausi blsystem identied Ahem ad suohe wauld e s py i
is not looking for terrorists, but looking forp=.98, which is coming close taintert

samething else, something that is not so rargp_1.00). Mass surveillance by NSA of all

as terrorists. For example, the May 19 FoxAmer i cans® phone call s an
News opinion poll of 900 registered votersvery effective for domestic political intelligence.

found that 30% dislike the Bush administratioBut finding a few terrorists by mass

so much they want him impeached. If NSAsurveillance of the phone calls and email

were monitoring email and phone @alls t messages of 300 million Amerigans

identify prmpeachment people, and if the mathematically impossible, and NSA certainly
accuracy rate were .90 and the error rate wer&nows that.

.01, then the probability that people are pro

Floyd Rudminis Professor of Social & Community Psychology at the University of Tromsg
in Norway.

No crime to belong to Islamic State;@dida or IRA

Source: http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/jan/2bfgarosatiamembershipocrime
saygreens

Belonging to an organisation such as Islamic Stamiaa or the IRA should not be a cri

itself because people should be punished for what theywtwhat they think, Natalie Ben
photo)the Green party leader, said on Surfday 24
She said legislation that made it an offence merely to belong to certain organisations was outdated and
it was important for the government to defencipfeqirfreedom of speech.
The politician was speaking in an i
where she was asked to defend Green partyvgabbysays \111 é‘

that just belonging to a terrorist organisation, or ha
sympathy with its aims, shoulger® crime.

There are 65 international terrorist organisations and 14

Irish ones proscribed under UK terrorist legislation.

Belonging to those organisations, which include Islamic

State, aDaida and the IRA, or even just showing support

for them byearing uniform or carrying flags is a criminal

offence.

Bennett said she thought this

do is make sure we are not punishing people for what they
think or what they
believe, 0 she said.
ARObviously actions of inciting

violence, @porting violence, those are absolutely
unacceptable, illegal and should be pursued to the full
extent of the | aw. o M NOT SAYING
She added: Aiwhat we are (0] s a p
you shoul dnot be punisxgtmrEg\ﬁTURM t hin
need to balance we do not rptect freedom bylM JUST SAYING YOUVE GOT
destroyin it. o
In the interv?,ew, B?ennett also confirmed she would BAV LUCK
represent the Greens i nWHENIHCOERTY TEIMKING ader s 6
which the party has been invited.
At one point Caroline Lucas, the Green MP, had
suggested Bennett might takengast one of them.

r
k.
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Abandoned ships threaten maritime safety
Source: http://sunnewsonline.com/new/?p=101913

The Nigerian maritime domain is facing the bandits who often hibernate in the abandoned
worrisome challenge of increasing number  ships before launching the attacks.

of shipwrecks and abandoneessels that He disclosed that the miscreants use
litter its navigable channels. smaller crafts like canoes to ferry

The development, experts say, constituteshemselves back to the wreck on Lagos 15
grave security and safe waters after unleashing
challenge as crimin | | terror on the terminals.
elements now using thE AAt niakpidoned t he
wrecks as a base NIGERIA vessels are illuminated by
attack serviceable shi torchlights, which further

at berth. authenticate the

The shipwrecks are n( Otagos presence of criminals on

also contributing loat Gulf of CAMEROON board the wrecked
mishaps in recent timgSkises vessels. o

as reports of some investigated boat accidentsle urged NIMASA as the Designated Authority

indicated that poorly lit passenger boats run{DA) for the International Ships and Ports

into abandoned vessels at night, which, atFacility Security (ISPS) Codessist the

times have no signs to indicate their location oWestern Port Police authority in the area of

the danger they pose. equipment in ensuring that the terminals enjoy

The management ofNLE Consortium, police protection.

operators of terminalid té Ciébs amndhed Ddbutayt b he tlhaeg
Ports Complex (LPC) last week raised theAdministration and Safety Agency (NIMASA)

alarm over the issue of abandoned vessels oas the Designated Authority (DA) to remove all

Lagos waters, saying thethinals now use wre&s that serve as a threat to our economy

the wrecks as a base to access the terminal and waters and if they do, it will solve some of

to vandalise carsayy that criminals now our problems, 0 he said.

use goes. Dai ly Sunds investigatior

The Head, Security Safety and EnvironmenFederal Government has already awarded
Manager of the terminal, Mr. Oyinloye Raphae ont r act s f or the wrec
while briefing the Port Police on the but the evacuation has nbee” ™, %
development insisted that series of attacks ostalled by litigations by owners of -, .*- -
cargoes at the terminal have been traced to ththe abandoned vessels who 's-;i[t-. e N
BER s

i e
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use them as evidence of collateral for loan®wners use their abandoned vessels as a

they collected from banks. trap to armwist the agency into paying
The Director General/Chief Executive ofcompensation for removing such wrecks.
NIMASA, Dr. Ziakede Patrick Akpobolokemi, 0 They o | | tell you the shi

a recent meeting with joistealevealed that still servicehle and as such we should pay
the first phase of N10 billion as compensation for a ship that e ¢ k s 6
removal covers Lagos and the South Souttwas bought for about N100 million and has

areas of the country. worked for over 20 yeaBefore you know it,

He added that plans are afoot to rid the entir¢hey drag the management to court. These are

Nigerian waters of wrecks in line wthsome of the iissues we fac
government 6s port mo deterred. We have donfulfiy theo ngandaten given

He, however, said removing the wreckswas t o us by the Feder al Gover

being hampered by litigation as ship

TermrismWomen more active in extremist Islamist groups
than previously thought

Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr2@d5@boreactivanextremist
islamisgroupshanpreviousithought

About 10 percent OFSIS recruits from forced or tricked. But I
Europe, and about 20 percent of recruits complicated story here, feelim$daf e nat i on. 0
from France, are womédihough they tendto A childhood friend of Boumeddiene, speaking

play a supportive role in the Islamic extremismon condition of anonyioitthe newspafes

narrative, women can be just as radical.Parisien described her as
iWhat 6s very stri ki nenotianaly ftagile tand sploeed t® sendin an
exception;plsehedfs a nt nmebdgadsteXt messages and venting about her
expert says of Hayat Boumeddiene, -the 26growing sense of alienationMVasstim.

year old partner of Paris gunman AmedyThelLos Angeles Timaaints out that as was
Coulibaly. ATher e t e the sasetwith Ghaifid Said Kaumchiy tmgp t i o n
wi t h WO men t hat t h elyodhere whodittacked@harlie Hebddfice d e r

influence, t heydr e b éniParip, Bbumeddiena spantra fetw iydars &sead . B L
t hi nk t heompgliéated story hreoer e ward of the state. One of seven children born in
feelings@f | i enati on. O Paris to Algerian parents, she was sent to

Hayat Boumeddiene, thgezé old partner of  foster care at age twelve after her mother died
Paris gunman Amedy Coulibaly, is one of mangrd her father remarried. French newkpaper
European women believed to have traveled tdournal du Dimancheeported that
Syria to join extremist groups such as theBoumeddiene was expelled from foster homes
Islamic Staté5(g and aQada. According to  for assaulting social workers, and later moved
Jayne Huckerby, an associate professor ain with a friend in a Paris suburb. She met
Duke University law school who studiesCoulibaly in 2007, shortly after he derged t
terrorist groups and advises governments offior robbery at Fledgrogis Prison, where he
counterterrorism strategies, women account fanet Cherif Kouachi and other ristliskins.
roughly 10 percentRiSrecruits from Europe  For the first few years as a couple,
and about 20 pemntef recruits from France. Boumeddiene and Coulibaly did not show any
Though they tend to play a supportive role irextremist views. Their social media photos
the Islamic extremism narrative, women can bancluded beach photos in which Bdieme
just as radical. i Whveoite @ bikinvamd posedsfar photls atoggside st h
sheds not an except i &€aulibalys Theydnarried in 2089%na mp|l e of a
trend, 0 Huckerby e ai da odigiolso wenambry i enart_e\.__ QTheL
tends to be an assumption with women thatecognized by the French . A
theybébre doing it u n d gowverniantf Frenehmaliee, unlcm-ly-- 3
spokesman Christophe Creprrr el 12
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said. The couple later began to visit a Muslini We wer e dpleawho kngwtivey t h peo
extremistsiicentral France, and in 2010 she were being watched and knew how to avoid it.

posed for photos in which she wore a veil andhe womenwerenhag hor ant . 0O

aimed a crossbow at the camera. WhenErin Marie Saltman, an expert on the role of
counterterrorism  investigators  questionedwomen in extremism at the Ldatea

Boumeddiene later that year, she spoke ofinstitute for Strategic Dialogue, said unlike

Aii nnocent s killed b ysomet woreen whaon@ayed @ aupmsofdan b u t
insisted thaCoulibaly was not a radical. | s| ami ¢ extremi sm, iBoui
ifAmedy i snot real | y obviusly very active, gganting te train, Mianting i k e s

having f umyesiigawrs.e t ol do behe part of the violent nature of the

French law enforcement did not have evidencghadist d e ol ogy . 0

or reason to charge or monitor Boumeddiene &amia Maktouf, a Paris lawyer who represents

the time so she was released from questioningamilies of several female Muslim extremists in

i UWilnwe had proof to the contrary, we had toFrance said law enforcement should have
accept that shsadf el t ntohnatt owaeyd, 0B oQurneepdidni ene ear |
Three years later, Coulibaly was sentenced taware of the dangerousness of this girl. She

five years in prison for his part in a failed plamvas in the hands of the police in 2010. Why

to break out from prison Smain Ait Alidi dnét t hey stop her or
Belkacem (planner of the 198% MMetro surveillance? My answer is they were not
bombings). He was released early in Marchaware of h e r Mus |l i m fundamen
2014. Boumeddiene, then a friend of CheriMaktoufaid.

Kouachi 6s wi f e, t r a Brendh autharities are tnbwa lnoking 10 (pass
cellphone calls with h@0ity. laws that will make it easier to monitor

Mhey used the women,as$s$sdci atl esar 0d Creerprionr ssa i s
of the attackers, adding that the women werdifficult to monitor the women before. Now,

|l i kely aware of the maybdbe pwanswi IAWheéeer talelre,ba
500 calls going back and forth, they clearly haBoumddiene is believed to have traveled to

an idea of what was TgrkeyandcrossedBgha.Cr epi n sﬂ_i?d.

Why the fight against | sl amic S

told it is

By Scott Lucas

Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/avdydbefigif-againsislamiestateis-
notthesuccessveretolditis

Jan 2771 Ministers from twengne And nonecknowledged that, without a long
countries gathered in London on January term approach to deal with-seepolitical
22 to discuss the fight against Islamic State \ A B IR

(19). They had their photo opportunésd
issued their statementd)S secretary of
state, John Kerry, told them that almost
6,000 jihadists had been killed, and almost
700 square  kilometers of Iraqi
territoryretaken.
But at the end of the day, all of this
precious little to do with the issue of ho
confront IS0 s political grievances in both counti$asill continue to
socialexpansion. appeal t6 and recrut many mongeople.

None of the officials from the tweoiyg

countries would state the obvious: wit Credit where itods due

a determined strategy to challeigen th The U.Sed aerial intervention in. .~y *  §&
ground as well as from the air in Syri Iraq, which began irg@st 2014, -* : - "e 3% <ok -
in Irag, the best that can be achievg has certainly checkets0 s . “#i.. gk
ocont ai nnadidso o f advance. It bolstered Kurdish:
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forces asSneared the Iragi Kurdistan capital The blunt reality is that with the exception of
of Erbil; it has helped those same forces retak&obané, there can be no effective campaign
some key positions, such as the Mosul Damagainst théS without the support of a local

and recapturing some areas ofwestinaq. ground force.

However, the Il raqi nButl thet @banyadasimingstiation déas sstopped t h e
east, west, and south after itscotapse in short of giving that suppéside from air

summer 2014 owes more to Iranian supporstrikes, it has done little more bdeellip

and the rise of Shia militias than to anyl i mi t ed supplies to a ha
Americaafforts. insurgents, refusing to take essential measures

At best, Washington has tacitly accepted tha¢ v e n after t he Assad re
Baghdadoés security C e n dveapons attaaks of August 2013

Tehran and the Shia groups than (Obamads i.niti al nr e
onUS.strategy. ‘r s tinstead of grasping the nettle,
about the thousandtSdifodies — Washington authorised

USP500m to fund a token
program to train and equip
5,000 moderate fighters to face
ISon the ground. The training will
not begin until late March 2015
at the earliest, and the first
batch of fighters will not be
ready for the battlefield
before the end of tear.

Indeed, the biggest recent

shift in th&.S.Syria policy
and we lost has more to dothvithe
thatone . 0 Assad regime thals
Nor did Kerry Kerry has now at last reneged 18
admit thatis proclamation had little to do with o n A me r iheddapdsstion | thatn Assad
the prospects of ldagn stability in Irag. must eventually give up power to a
There is still no sign of a truly stable transitionglovernment.
government that could deal with rampantWith that retraction, the dim prospect of any
corruption and t he S allieddgrount efdronesstthpBdecidestos pi ci on ¢
of a Shided system. And, if anythingjgbe ally wi t h t h& has alji me 6 s f
of the antB militias Kerry credits the United butvanished.

States with helpidgthemselves accused of
perpetrating abuses against the popdélation The war at home

0 almost half of the estimat d
jihadist forc& was a simple '3 b \
attempt to kickust over this

reality. Indeed, even before thg
statement was madd).S.
defense  secretary,
Hagel, was trying to temper i
il wa s in
Vietnam]

where we did
body counts

is likely only to add to thecredlenge. Meanwhile, instead of confronting the
Meanwhile, the situation in Syria is evendifficulties in Iraq and Syria without reservation,
moredraught. the Eurd\merican allies are fixating on the

probl em of Nji hadi sts ove
Grasp thaettle focusmg on dealing with the political,

Kerry could brag that 1&&.bombing has economic, and social situation that has

helped the Kurdish town of Kobané, nearfostered the risel8fnd taking the measures
Syriads border wi t h that arekreally,needed tb deal with it, Wastp@i n s t
three months 8 attacks. But at the same governments are fixated on their own

time,IS has expanded its hold on territory in extremists, who will supposedly return from

much of northern and eastgria,Saking on fighing in the Middle East to wreak havoc in

both the Assad regime and Syrian oppositiorEurope and the Uniftdtes.

forces. It is still secure in its Syrian centerTo be sur e, the threat of
Raqqa, the largest city outside the Damascuserious and is not to be

regi meobs control ; i t disrhissedd, ag sverasbin Franbee.d @ -I'o‘cal
government and economy, and from that basand Belgium have shown. But. - *"g - 71"

it now contol mo st of Sy r thesé s attaoks | canmat d be oy
gasfields. separated from the turmoil "
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areas such as (but not limited to) Iraq and Syriahere arealternativesthat could really

0 and by extensidnh e We st 6 s f ahaleoge ¢hdS an I Kupdistan with

put a stop b real international recognition and support,
an lIraqi government answering to all

This is not just testament to the dangers of communities, a  Syrian opposition

Islamic extremism around the world; it also supported in a political vision that

proves itds far e a s i averconfe® not anlp the jiWalistd buttttee t e | |
tales of o0foreign fi ddsddegned and oji hadol ogyéd
than to work hard on the deepauses and But the London summit proved these things

broader consequences of the Iragi and are still out of reach or at least too much
Syriandisasters. for the allies to opengontemplate.

Scott Lucasis Professor of International Politics at University of Birmingham.

Following Charlie Hebdo attacks, protests in Islamic countries

against terrorists who hijack their faith

Source:  http://my.fakingnews.firstpost.com/2015/01/2 #ibHoldiredpdeattackgprotestsn
islamieountrieagainsterroristsvhehijackheirfaith/

Jan 27 For the past few days, there had which furthezlaimed few lives. Immediately,
been a series of protests in Islamitiames after the incident, many people in these Islamic
of the worldd from Pakistan to Niger. nations were fuming with rage at the terrorists
Protesters took out procession in major who used their religion to wage wars in foreign
cities and town of these countries, with  soil and bring disrepute to their religion.
banners denouncing terrorism, especially There were massive interaictisocial media
terrorists who hijack Islam and do atrocities with discussions ranging from solidarity with
in some parts of the world. French to criticising the action of terrorists.
These protes@mre to be understood as a was there, the idea for protests germinated.
backlash to the Charlie Hebdo incident, whiciihe protests started in Pakistan, where
protesters held a peaceful rally
condemning the terrengho were
creating bad name for their faith
and urging terrorists to stop using
violence. In this rally, an AFP
cameraman was shot by camera of

a protester. Mass area in Niger was
too hot due to the seething anger of
protesters against the terrorists and
they also protested against Boko
Haram, which was doing a huge
massacre in parallel. Protesters in
Pal estine shouted i |
Terrorismo and burnt

A Palestinian protester accidentally
burnt French flag instead of nearby
ISIS flag. He later apologised
citing the reason thdite is color
blind and so mistakenly burnt the
OARGely Images French flag instead.

happened in Paris on the second week of thi
month. The attack on the satire magazin
claimed a dozen lives and there were also

attacks on a supermarket in the same citymany sltizrlallseHZe countn_g

e%imilar protests were held in Iran, ™, Y (4
Chechenya, Afghanistan and, ; :

www.cbrne -terrorism -newsletter.com



CBRNE -Terrorism Newsletter FEBRUARQY15

A protester from Chechenya, said to Fakings hijacking our faith and trying to spread bad
News, émble heee st prove to the name for our religion. We cannot tolerate such
world that we are against terrorism. Weattacks hich defame Islam. They are not real
completely denounce the terror attack that tookuslims. They do not represent our Islam.
place in France two weeks back. We cursePer i od. 0O

those guys to hell and we pray for the victim&everal protesters burnt ISIS, Al Qaeda and

of this tragedy. 0O Taliban flags and slappdalifat the effigies

Another protester from Pakisdan, & , i Weof Mollah Omar, Baghdhadi and Abubaker

only protest against Charlie Hebdo killers. W& h e k a u . They were heard c
also protest against ISIS, Taliban, Al Qaedal S| S, Death to Talibano a

Boko Haram and any other terrorist group thadwayY ou ar e not from our r e

EDITOR'S COMMENT: (1) There weadso similar demonstrations to Austichliae official
China's reaction is also of int€P¢slust loved the text accompanying the photo in this arti

Danish Islamists refuse to deradicalize, insist Danes change

their values
Sourcehttp://www.terrorismwatch.org/2015/0lislamistsefuseo-deradicalize.html

An Islamist group in Denmark has hitoutat gener al compl i ancie wi th I
a local policy to dedicalize Muslim and label them as radical in an agdnda

yout hs. |t cites 0 w istigmatizatior. a d depressi on,
addi cti oné atnads ad far sniDesgiie dhe @pparent belief that the West

as proof i tds real |l yhaisvanted tée dangers of Islamidmtta r e 6
that is in dire need of help. split Muslims, Hizb -Oahrir has shown no

The scornfatatement, which includes willingness to cooperate with the more

allusions to fas ad capi t al i sdderatemweimsets eftieiMadlim faim. 20

v 0 iwds,pnted on the website for the group,Sunday it rejected any Danithtive to work

called HizbtTahr i r . | ve6 s together mviths athier Muslims at preventing
organization with branches in 40 countries anglouths from joining up with terrorist

a regional chapter in Copenhagen. movements.

There is no consensus in Higbrahrir Kock goes on to say thatt i s cl early
worldwide on support or condemnation of people who need help finding the correct
terrorism, as both have taken platee meaning of | ifeé and here

group is banned in Russia and some of its As for theplansifit hey ar e doomed
activities are proscribed in a number of f aacdording to the author of the statement.

Muslims countries The group is no small adversary: it has been

Its statement comes weeks after a active since 1953 in calls to establish a global
Copenhagen municipality decided on a plan téslamic Caliphate, although it claims not to

tackle Islamic radicalism at home. condone violence, the way the Islargc Sta

It plans to do this over a period of four yearsand other extremist groups do.

with the help of external experts wankieg However, despite its-aiolent stance, a 2002

the guidance of S w e d eomiroversy toeep pamphlpte cohtaingmg anti h e
matter. Semitic messages could take on a new

The Sunday statements, made by groupsalience, especially now that the issue is back
spokesman and Danish coduers Kock, on the table and bigger than it has bé&en in 7

see this as nothing  years.

buti ma ni pandh d & C eag twelloas, 0 M The Jews ar e a peopl e
an attempt to polarize the Muslim communityreacherous people... they fabricate lies and

and pigedmwle it into moderate and extreme twist words from their right o
categories. Kock believes that a plan of thix o n tthe ekt read. But it also- ~, Y " . &
sort intends to take things that are the staple ofent on to justify suicidé,_}|| SRR :
Islamic lifei fi a beard, p r ay lombings snc laraef, calang dhe-
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bombers martyrs and the acts as In contrast, the gp has in the past

afielg i t liegpansee 0 condemned both the September 11 attacks
The group also recently staged a and the July 2005 London bombings on the
demonstration outside the national mosque ig r ounds t hat the killing

Bangladesh calling for thestablishmentof way t o go about achieving
a unified Muslims Army. Members were seen
celebrating the victories of the Islamic State.

Back In 2000CIA Made These Predictions Fo
2015

Source:  http://www.businessinsider.capnédaction®r2015from
200620151

Back in 2000, the CIA publishegag@deport on what the world would be Ik
2015Here were some of those predictions, according to a December 2000,

The Telegraph.

"International affairs are increasingly determined by large
powerful organizations rather than governments."

Verdict: Probably trughough it is sometimes hard to disting
between nestate actors and state actors. Just loekstrtiic State =4
or the possiblhptNorth Korean hackers who took down Sony.

"Between now and 2015 terrorist tactics will become increas
sophisticated and designed to achieve mass casualties."
Verdict: Definitely tru8adly, this prediction becameenithin months.

“Irag and Iran [will] develop long range missiles in the nearfutur@.n € coul d be test
weapons by as early as the coming year, and cruise missiles by 2004."
Verdict: Both true and fal$gan is definitely working on an ICBM, but it won't test it till next year.

"The world population will grow by more than one billion, to 7.2 billion."
Verdict: True.

"Energy resources will be sufficient to meet demand."
Verdict: Nailed iCompanies are actually canceling plans to dig up more natural gas because oil is
abundant right now.

"China's economy will grow to overtake Europe as the world's second largest but still behind the
United States."
Verdict: Truésh. By some measureme@tina’'s economy is now larger than the US economy.

"Europe will not achieve fully the dreams of parity with the US as a shaper of the global
economic system."

Verdict: CorreciThe report was way too bullish on the European economy, which isr&joing nowhe
these days.

"Aids, famine, and continuing economic and poIitical turmoil means that

oulatlons in many [African] countries will actually fall." Ea
Afncas population rose from 800 million in 2000 to 1.1 billion in 2014 g Vi@
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ISIS Updaté First Half of January 2015
Sourcehttp:/thls.com/2015/01 Aspdatdirsthalfjanuan2015/
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Main developments in Syria and Lebanon

1 Fighting between the forces of the Syrian regime and ISIS operatives in the ar&amnf the Deir al
airfield continues. Syrian security forces and membersSofi¢hat Alibe, who live in East
Syria, reportedly joined forces in fighting off ISIS and managed to kill dozens of ISIS operatives. At
the same time, the Syrian Air Force attacked i&S aodicaused losseaN(@an, January
7, 2015). 22

f On the other hand, it was reported that ISIS had permitted some mendbleugitsHtttréod\l
who cooperate with the Syrian regime, to return to their homes. This was after they promised to
refrain &m fighting against ISIS and to recognize the authority of the Islamic Caliphate. As part of
this promise, ISIS ordered them to hand over their weapons (YouTube, January 11, 2015).

Aleppo

1 Battles took place in the towns of NabaZahdAh therovince of AlepRebel forces took
control of them. Severdudra Front commanders were killed in the battles.

f On January 10, 2015, a Twitter account affiliatefasii Alaimed that dozens of operatives
from the Mlusra Front and Ahre8ladn in the Aleppo ateal pledged allegiance to ISIS. A
video posted on YouTube showed a local commander (Emir) loodékhated, who
announced that he had left tNeigkl Front because the organization does not conduct its daily
life in accordamaevith Islamic law. In the video, he also calls on his former friehlisia the Al
Front to join ISIS (Abu Abduldteat r awi 6 s Twitter accdldSht; YouT
customarily exploits the defection of local commanders from obgs rigbbelits ranks for
propaganda purposes, even when it is of no great significance.

Damascus

1 According to media reports, ISIS has established its coAttdajinalewad neighborhood
(south of Damascus) and has expanded its control eastsvaapoited that ISIS appointed an
operative known/su aHuda abura s t he A EmMmMIi r 0 -Qélambun areafd ma s c u s
Nashra, January 9, 2015).

Idlib (northwest Syria)

! On January 10, 2015, a website affiliated witutra Atont postediols of its camp in the
province of Idlib, where the organization has recently made headway. The photos show
dozens of the organizationds oper a-t‘“i~'vas‘_qbd C
equipped and are operating in an organized mannestiSadalsdami, January"‘; : 4
2015). s
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Hama

!

On January 9, 2015, a website affiliated with the Islamic State reported that the Hama area was
declared a new province of the Islamic State. According to the announcement, the names of the
cities included in the poevimill be published at a later ddafdkm Media, January 9, 2015).

Despite the announcement, the province of Hama is not under the control of tHmutslamic State,
the pressure on it by jihadi organizations is expected tftarcteaisaeceachievements in

the province of Idlib.

Double suicide bombing attack in Tripoli, Lebanon

!

On the evening of January 10, 2015, a double suicide bombing attack was carried out at acafé in
Jabal Mohsen, an Alawi neighborhood in Tripoli, northern Lebanon. As a resulinef the attack,
people were killed and 30 injured.First, a grenade was ttieowafé, and then a suicide

bomber went inside and blew himself up. A second suicide bomber blew himself up outside the café.
The ANusra Front, which carried out attacks in Lebanon in the past, claimed responsibility for the
attack. According to dihganization, it carried out the attack because the café is affiliated with the
Alawi Assad regime. The two suicide bombers were identifitidisng theoAl &bu Hussein

alTarabulsi and Abu Abdatiman dlarabulsi. They were apparently Lefibadseperatives

from the city of Tripoli (Daily Star, January 10, 2015).

Main developments in Iraq
The Mosul region

il

On January®), 2015, ISIS carried out a surprise attack in the area of Gwer, near Mosul, which is
controlled by the Kurds. Duringttek,asome 160 ISIS operatives crossed the Tigris River in

boats. According to the reports, ISIS managed to take control of the region within an hour. Kurdish
forces subsequently carried out a counterattack and regained control of the aredrgf Gwer. Accord
to Kurdish sources, 60 ISIS operatives were killed in the fighting.

On January 10, 2015, ISIS operatives attacked several villages in the area south of Mosul. It was
reported that 30 ISIS operatives were killed in the clashes. The next degs Kegdiskedor

control of the villages.

The Kirkuk region

il

On January 11, 2015, ISIS operatives attacked Kurdish forces southwest of Kirkuk. After severe
clashes, the attack was repulsed. ISIS apparently talends/éo the road leading from
(Kurdistzontrolled) Kirkuk to Baghdad, possibly with a view to cutting off Kirkuk from the capital.

This is Sajida ARishawi, The Jordanian Prisoner ISIS Wants

Released
Source: http://m.huffpost.com/in/entry/65656867?ir=India

Jan 2971 In a new video released on
Tuesday, the Islamic State group threatened

to execute two hostages within 24 hours

unless Jordan releases a female failed
suicide bomber whob6s been
the country since 2006.

Tue s da yappeared todskowJapanese
reporter Kenji Goto, who has been held by the
Islamic State group since the fall. The images
were accompanied by audio in which a man
who sounded like Goto said he had 24 hours to
live unless Jordan released SdjRiahawi.

Goto added that the life of Muath

alKasaesbeh, a Jordanian pilot - Nk " 6
who was captured by the; -’ i
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