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C2BRNE  DIARY  is:  

 

1. Read by First Responders in more than 80 countries around the globe; 
 
2. Distributed free to more than 700 institutions, organizations, state agencies, think tanks, defense companies, 

institutions and universities. 
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Editorial  

Brig Gen (retõd) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MA, MC 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

C2BRNE Diary 

 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
Transition to December was marked by two knife attacks in London (UK) and The Hague (NL). December and coming holidays 
period was always a target due to mass gathering in celebrating sites at major cities and capitals. Let us hope that the end of 2019 
will make the difference. 
 
What happened around the globe ï latest news: 
Ò Al Qaeda plans new series of spectacular attacks against airliners and airports 
Ò We all witness the strange phenomenon of illegal immigrants crossing borders bearing the latest models of expensive 
smartphones but without ID documents. Why donôt they take a photo of their ID with their mobiles. Read more about the 
state of the art technologies used in ID in the countries of interest and be surprised ï with the exception of Syria. A second 
problem is the statement of their age when comes to peti crimes, rapes and violent behavior. Science have some good 
answers to that but why we do not use them? 

Ò Armed Toyota trucks ï perhaps a solution for many countries in areas of possible dispute or conflict 
Ò K9 decontamination ï do you know how to do it? 
Ò History of Iranôs chemical weapons ï it does not matter if the majority of chemical weapons have been destroyed. The ñknow 
howò is still available and production is still a dreadful possibility 

Ò Toxic mystery behind Kim Jong-Namôs assassination in the Malaysian airport 
Ò Sakigake pilot project ï Japanôs proposal for countering CBRN threats 
Ò F. tularensis vaccine on the way ï by Emergex) 
Ò Clinical anthrax drillsô methodology ï a must read paper if interested to conduct similar exercises in order to test hospitalsô 

preparedness to deal bioterrorism incidents 
Ò Global measles deaths ï thousands died from a vaccine-preventable disease. What a pity and how endless human stupidity 

can be! 
Ò Lessons learned from Fukushima soil decontamination ï an ongoing problem towards Tokyo2020 Olympics 
Ò Smart vehicle-camera system to spot IEDs 

 
Take care CBRN First Responders and enjoy some quality time with families and friends because tomorrow the unexpected might 
happen and you will be there in the line of suty ï as you always do! 
 
 

The Editor-in-Chief 
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Resurgent Al-Qaeda plan new series of spectacular attacks against 

airliners and airports  
Source: https://stockdailydish.com/resurgent-al-qaeda-plan-new-series-of-spectacular-attacks-against-airliners-and-airports/ 
 
Nov 24 ï The terrorist group behind the world trade centre attacks in New York in 2001 are plotting 
a series of deadly new attacks that are ókeeping ministers awake at night ó.  
Security Minister Ben Wallace said that Al-Qaeda are planning the attacks on airports and 
airliners, and even plan to use explosive-packed drones to take down targets in a bid to become 
the world ôs most feared terrorist organisation once more.   
Wallace had met with airport officials a week ago to discuss the matter just days before a rogue drone 
brought Gatwick Airport to a standstill.  
Speaking to the, Wallace also discussed the óinsider threató of terrorists working undercover in our airports.  
óThe aviation threat is real. Aviation is still a blue riband event for these terrorists. Al-Qaeda are resurgent. 
They have reorganised. They are pushing more and more plots towards Europe and have become familiar 
with new methods and still aspire to aviation attacks, ó he said.   
The Minister added that a joint Home Office and Department for Transport programme had pumped Ã25m 
into researching the defence of such threats.  
The decline of Isis will also open up avenues for Osama bin Ladenós brainchild to stake a claim at being the worldós 
main terrorist organisation.  
Wallace likened Isis to the latest óboybandó but added that the ódormantó Al Qaeda were always plotting in the background, and that 
a large aviation attack would be its calling card.  
The organisation, founded during the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1988 has camps in the aforementioned as well as Pakistan, 
Iraq and Sudan.  
It started the óglobal war on terroró but largely faded as Isis began its ascendancy, attracting global attention and funds.  
The organisation and its affiliates are now active in Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya and other countries across the Middle East.  
Wallace, who served in the army in Northern Ireland, said improvements in airport security meant terrorists were less likely to smuggle 
explosive through terminal security systems but: óThey have explored other ways of getting bombs on planes.ó  
óIf you canót get in the front door, youóre going to try to get in the back door,ó he said.  
óIn 2019 we should be alert to al-Qaeda. They are re-energising some previous links and support and their ambition towards aviation 
is real. We saw in Australia that terrorists do what works and they donót give up,ó he warned, referencing a failed aviation terrorism 
attempt in 2017.   
Wallace said that while 13 Islamist terror plots have been thwarted in Britain since March 2017, new leaders are ôstepping 
upô and inspiring others to execute a ôreunion tourô of attacks on the west.  
There have been a series of terror attempts in the west since 9/11, with Isis claiming a bulk of them in recent years.  
Critics have slammed US President Donald Trump for his decision to withdraw his troops from Syria, claiming it offers a platform for 
the organisation to build, despite Trump declaring victory over them.  
The UK found out about his decision only when he tweeted it on Wednesday and UK intelligence bosses are worried his decision 
will offer Isis a safe haven.  
 
Failed terror attempts since 9/11 
Federal prosecutors on December 23, 2001 identified a 28-year-old man who allegedly tried to blow up a trans-Atlantic flight as 
Richard C. Reid 
London-born Richard Reid was sentenced in 2003 in a US federal court in Boston for trying to ignite two bombs in his shoes on a 
Paris-to-Miami flight on American Airlines. 
He was subdued by passengers before he could detonate the explosives. 
Reid is serving life without parole for trying to kill 197 people on board a the transatlantic jet on December 22, 2001. 
He pleaded guilty in 2003 to attempted murder at his trial for trying to kill all those on board 
American Airlines Flight 63 from Paris to Miami. 
Reid, dubbed óshoe bomberó allegedly tried to set his shoes, containing the explosives, 
aflame and ignite the them as he sat in the coach section of a Boeing 767. 

http://www.terrorismwatch.org/2019/11/resurgent-al-qaeda-plan-new-series-of.html
http://www.terrorismwatch.org/2019/11/resurgent-al-qaeda-plan-new-series-of.html
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He told the court, during his hearing, that he was an enemy of the U.S. and óa soldier of Allahó. He had received Al-Qaeda training.  
óUnderwear bomberó Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, tried to blow up an international flight on Christmas Day 2009, and was jailed for 
life without parole.  
The Nigerian national was on a suicide mission for Al-Qaeda when he attempted to detonate a bomb in his underpants as the plane, 
en route from Amsterdam, approached Detroit. 
The mandatory punishment had never been in doubt after he surprised the courtroom and pleaded guilty to all charges on the second 
day of his trial in October. 
Abdulmutallab, 25, the well-educated son of a wealthy banker, sat with his hands folded under his chin, leaning back in his chair as 
the sentence was announced. 
During his trial he said the bomb in his underwear was a óblessed weaponó to avenge poorly treated Muslims around the world. 
It failed to fully detonate aboard the flight, which was carrying nearly 300 people, but caused a brief fire that badly burned his groin. 
The 2017 Jakarta to Sydney flight terror attempt. 
The ISIS-inspired group responsible, planned to use an improvised device to bring down a commercial plane in an Islamist-inspired 
conspiracy.   
Khaled Khayat, aged in his 50s, was the apparent instigator of the planned terror attack, according to ABC reports. 
He was taken into police custody along with his relative Mahmoud Khayat and father-and-son pair Khaled Merhi and Abdul Merhi in 
August last year after coordinated raids at their properties across Sydney. 
Tarek Khayat, 46, ï brother of Khaled ï admitted to being a financial officer for the terror group Islamic State in Raqqa, Syria, and 
was ordered to face death by hanging. 
Moments after he received his sentence, Khayat told Newscorp he was not involved in the plot to bring down an Etihad flight, 
departing Sydney in July last year, and said reports of his alleged involvement were ópropagandaó. 
 

The Violent Brutality of Growing Up in A Shame Honor Culture ðPredicated 

on the Destruction of the Mother and her Maternal Bond 
By Nancy Hartevelt Kobrin, Ph.D. 
Mentalities/Mentalit®s Volume 33, Number 1, 2019 

Source: http://www.mentalitiesjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/The-Violent-Brutality-of-Growing-Up-in-A-Shame-Honor-
Culture.pdf 
 

Nancy Hartevelt Kobrin, Ph.D. is a psychoanalyst, Arabist and counter terrorist expert specialising in Early Childhood 

Development and the Mind and Body Language of the Jihadi. She is a fellow at the American Center of Democracy and 

author of  The Banality of Suicide Terrorism (also in Hebrew & forthcoming in Urdu); Penetrating the Terrorist 

Psyche;The Maternal Drama of the Chechen Jihadi, (soon in Urdu); The Jihadi Dictionary plus N. Simms & N. 

Kobrin, Children Killing Children (under publication consideration) and  Mailing Mogadishu ï Its Last Two Somali 

Jews (in the works). 

 

Old Newspapers Can Be Used to Grow Carbon Nanotubes  
Source: https://www.eurasiareview.com/24112019-old-newspapers-can-be-used-to-grow-carbon-nanotubes/ 
 
Nov 24 ï A research collaboration between Rice University and the Energy Safety Research Institute (ESRI) at Swansea University 
has found that old newspapers can be used as a low cost, eco-friendly material on which to grow single walled carbon nanotubes on 
a large scale. 
Carbon nanotubes are tiny molecules with incredible physical properties that can be used in a huge range of things, such as 
conductive films for touchscreen displays, flexible electronics, fabrics that create energy and antennas for 5G networks. 
The new study, published in the MDPI Journal C , details the research experiments carried out in producing carbon nanotubes which 
could have the potential to solve some of the problems associated with their large scale 
production such as: 
¶ The high cost of preparing a suitable surface for chemical growth. 
¶ The difficulties in scaling up the process, as only single surface growth processes 

have been previously available. 

http://www.mentalitiesjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/The-Violent-Brutality-of-Growing-Up-in-A-Shame-Honor-Culture.pdf
http://www.mentalitiesjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/The-Violent-Brutality-of-Growing-Up-in-A-Shame-Honor-Culture.pdf
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The research team discovered that the large surface area of newspapers provided an unlikely but ideal way to chemically grow 
carbon nanotubes. 
Lead researcher Bruce Brinson said: ñNewspapers have the benefit of being used in a roll-to-roll process in a stacked form making 
it an ideal candidate as a low-cost stackable 2D surface to grow carbon nanotubes.ò 
However, not all newspaper is equally good ï only newspaper produced with sizing made from kaolin, which is china clay, resulted 
in carbon nanotube growth. 

TEM images of raw carbon soot grown on kaolin sized paper showing (a) roped single-walled carbon nanotubes (SWCNTs) helically 

wrapped by a SWCNT, and large SWCNTs, (b) collapsed, (c) folded, and (d) twisted nanotubes. Scale bar = 10 nm (a-c) and 50 nm 

(d). CREDIT: Rice University 

 
Co-author Varun Shenoy Gangoli said: ñMany substances including talc, calcium carbonate, and titanium dioxide can be used in 
sizing in papers which act as a filler to help with their levels of absorption and wear. However it was our observation that kaolin sizing, 
and not calcium carbonate sizing, showed us how the growth catalyst, which in our case was iron, is affected by the chemical nature 
of the substrate.ò 
ESRI Director Andrew Barron, also a professor at Rice University in the USA, said: ñWhile 
there have been previous research that shows that graphene, carbon nanotubes and carbon 
dots can be been synthesised on a variety of materials, such as food waste, vegetation 


